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TO MARY AT
NAZARETH

I accept your request to come
And join you, Jesus and Joseph
In your spotless Nazareth home,
The dwelling of every prophet,
Apostle, saint and hero of faith,
Who has ever felt the searing
Ache of rebellious pride and wrath,
When struggle meets the bounds of
bearing.

Mary, family affection wraps
Me round like the seamless garment
You wove by maternal hands; perhaps
This is my entry sacrament.

Graciously, I am offered a chair,
Carved by Joseph’s artistic skill:
This sign of welcome I would compare
To all rest-places the poor may fill.
Your wholesome, homemade
leavened bread
Is served by Jesus to each brother,
Sister at the banquet, united
In love of all for one another.

This house bears your womanly
touch:
Your feminine beauty is perfume
Flowing in pure abundance so much,
Reaching the fruit of every womb.

Here is the home of all nations,
Where each meal discovers Eucharist,
Words and phrases are revelations,
And all deeds are parables of Christ.

Eamon Flanagan

This poem is from the collection,
‘Past and Present’ Eamon Flanagan
(1998).
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FOREWORD

Greetings to all the readers of New
Beginnings. Thank you to first time
contributors and those who regularly
submit articles to this community
journal. New Beginnings is an
initiative of the Daughters of Charity
in the Irish Province to keep in touch
with readers about our vocation and
the Vincentian charism. Sometimes, it
may seem that the articles do not
directly relate to the life of the
Daughters of Charity or indeed to the
Vincentian charism but we know and
understand that Saint Vincent de Paul
and Saint Louise de Marillac were
people whose lives were rooted in the
Gospel. The Gospel is Good News for
all, so we try to promote the life of the
Gospel and its values wherever God’s
Kingdom is a reality.

Sister María Angeles Infante, DC in
her article, Saint Vincent de Paul: a
man of the gospel, which first
appeared in “The spiritual experience
of Saint Vincent de Paul, XXXV
Vincentian Studies Week, Editorial
CEME, Santa Marta de Tormes,
Salamanca, 2010” wrote, “Vincent de
Paul is a bright star who, through his
passionate love of Jesus Christ and his
works, continued the mission of the
Divine Teacher and now guides us and
challenges us.”

This edition of New Beginnings marks
the Year of St Joseph (2020-21), the
150th anniversary of St Joseph as
Universal Patron of the Church. Sister
Françoise Petit, Superioress General
of the Daughters of Charity wrote an
3

inspiring letter (9 May 2021) to the
Daughters of Charity based on the
publication of Pope Francis’ Apostolic
Letter, Patris Corde. In it, she
outlines St Louise de Marillac’s
devotion to St Joseph enabling us to
open our minds to the place of St
Joseph in our lives as Daughters of
Charity. Fr Eamon Flanagan’s poems
help renew our prayer to St Joseph.
The Daughters of Charity regularly
intercede with St Joseph for vocations
to the Little Company.
Sister Helen Byrne, last sister servant
of Carnew writes on her fond
memories of her ministry there. She
speaks of the establishment of the
Carnew Community Care Centre and
the Village under the leadership of
Sister Clare Stakelum DC (RIP) in
collaboration with other agencies. The
Daughters of Charity completed their
mission there in 2020. I am grateful
and happy to say it is thriving today
thank God, due to the dedicated work
of so many collaborators.

Likewise, St Teresa’s House closed in
2020 and Sister Margaret O’Donovan,
also the last sister servant in that
community gives a whistle-stop tour
of the years of the varied ministries.
The photographs recall Sisters who
lived and worked in St Teresa’s. Many
of them are now deceased, ar dheis
Dé go raibh a n-anamacha go léir.

I congratulate Sister Maura Cullinane
on her 101st birthday. She enjoyed her
celebration in Highfield Health Care.
I am grateful to the Sisters who
regularly visit our Sisters in the The
Fern Dean, Nazareth House and
Highfield.

The interviews held with Sister Anne
O’Neill and Sister Eileen O’ Doherty
give a flavour of their lives then and
now. Sister Eileen reflects on her life
as a Daughter of Charity and gives
gratitude to God for her life in
community. This is a sign of her faith
and love for her vocation, ‘given to
God, in community for the service of
the poor.’ (C.7b).

gift to the community from the
Blessed Virgin Mary to Saint
Catherine Labouré in 1830 in the
Chapel at the rue du Bac,
motherhouse in Paris.

Additional articles also provide
interesting reading. We experience
rapid changes in our times in the
Church and in society with the
continuation of COVID-19 and its
variants. We continue to pray daily for
all people to hear God’s call to hear
the cry of the earth and the cry of the
poor. Archbishop Dermot Farrell’s
Pastoral Letter on the Season of
Creation will help us focus on our
lifestyle and our lives of service to
those abandoned by society.
Sister Nuala Dolan writes on Blessed
Carlo Acutis who is likely to be first
saint of the millennials.

Pope Francis reminds readers of
Patris Corde, that the saints’ lives are
“concrete proof that it is possible to
put the Gospel into practice.” Sister
Françoise wrote that St Louise de
Marillac “would surely invite us to
intensify the communion among us in
order to support each other, to remain
alert, to serve, to pray, and above all
not to give up hope.” She quotes St
Louise in a letter written to Sister
Jeanne Lepintre on 6 April 1649,
“During these times of affliction…
our Sisters… never stopped serving
the sick poor. In Paris, you would not
believe the amount of alms given to
the poor who had no bread. I believe
that this has drawn down God’s mercy
upon us so that we might have peace.”
Through the intercession of Saint
Joseph, Saint Vincent dePaul, Saint
Louise de Marillac and Saint
Catherine Labouré, we ask for the
grace to put the Gospel into practice
in our daily lives as Mary, the first
disciple did.

Sister Goretti Butler
Provincial of the
Irish Province

As always, New Beginnings includes
an article on the miraculous medal, a

‘Our planet, our common home, has ‘fallen into the hands of robbers who have stripped it’ of
its assets, and plundered it, ‘and have gone away, leaving it half dead’ (see Luke 10:30)’
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The extraordinary timing of a General
Assembly for the Company of the
Daughters of Charity, a Diocesan
Synodal Pathway, and the COP26
Climate Conference which took place
simultaneously is providential.
All three events have potential to
influence life choices, aiming for a
better world for future generations.
Time will tell. A radio advertisement
reminds people regarding change:
“some fear change, some drive
change, some embrace change.”
Change is inevitable!

The Constitutions point Daughters of
Charity to insights from COP26 and
the Diocesan Synodal Pathway.
Constitution 1b, defines the
Daughters’ of Charity participation in
the diocese, “according to its
particular spirit, in the pastoral plan
determined by the local Ordinary and
in the life of the local Church.”
Constitution 81 states that the local
community is “a living cell of the
Church” and “renders the Company
present wherever a Daughter of
Charity, united with her Sisters, lives
out her vocation.”

Pope Francis at the Opening of the
Synod on Young People on 3 August,
2018 issued an invitation, “to plant
dreams… allow hope to flourish,
inspire trust, bind up wounds, weave
together relationships, awaken a dawn
of hope, learn from one another, and
create a bright resourcefulness that
will…inspire [in all people] a vision
of the future filled with joy [and hope]
of the Gospel.” The Most Reverend
Dermot Farrell, Archbishop of Dublin
repeated these words at the Opening
of the Synod in the Pro-Cathedral on

EDITORIAL

17 October, 2021. He invited all the
baptised to embark on the Synodal
Pathway because, “all the baptised are
in the boat together.” Can we accept
the invitation? The “Church and the
Synod are synonymous” Archbishop
Dermot Farrell remarks, quoting St
John Chrysostom; therefore to God’s
people it is no surprise that the Holy
Spirit will lead the Church to renewal
and revitalisation.

God’s Word encourages God’s people
to perceive, “See, I am doing a new
thing! Now it springs up; do you not
perceive it? I am making a way in the
wilderness and streams in the
wasteland” (Is 43:19). Scripture
reminds us of “a time for everything”
(Ecc 3:1-8). The call to let go of the
old and embrace the new, echoes in
Jesus’ words, “new wine into new
wineskins” (Mt 9:16-7). Jesus came to
do something new. On this Synodal
Pathway, all are invited to listen to
God and one another and not
“soundproof our hearts: let us not
remain barricaded in our certainties.”
(Archbishop Dermot Farrell quoting
Pope Francis 11 October 2021.)

In a video message addressed to the
members of the General Assembly,
Pope Francis affirmed the vocation of
a Daughter of Charity, saying “to look
at the beauty of [our] vocation.” He
explained “because God has confided
people who are poor, his preferred
ones, to you! You are their Mothers
and Sisters.” He speaks of a mother’s
love as being attentive; a Sister’s
support and accompaniment helps
people “rediscover their dignity.” This
might prompt us to the read St Louise
de Marillac’s writings. Mother of
Michel, Louise knew the qualities of a
good mother, modelled on the virtues
of Mary, Mother of God (A.4, A.32,
SW). Pope Francis concluded by
inviting us to pray for him.

This Advent, let us “pray earnestly to
the Blessed Virgin Mary that she may
be [our] only Mother.”

The Assembly Prayer
(Provincial Assembly 2020)
Eternal God
Source of all life,
urge me toward
your presence in all.
Guide me from this Assembly,
conﬁdent in your support.
I promise to be faithful
to Your way of
love and justice.
Refresh each of us
Daughters of Charity
with Your ‘dew
baptising every surface.’
Amen.

The Synod Prayer

We stand before You, Holy Spirit,
as we gather together in Your name.
With You alone to guide us,
make Yourself at home in our hearts;
Teach us the way we must go
and how we are to pursue it.
We are weak and sinful;
do not let us promote disorder.
Do not let ignorance lead us down
the wrong path
nor partiality inﬂuence our actions.
Let us ﬁnd in You our unity
so that we may journey together to
eternal life
and not stray from the way of truth
and what is right.
All this we ask of You,
who are at work in every place
and time,
in the communion of the Father
and the Son,
forever and
ever.
Amen.

Sister Anne Neylon

‘We are squeezing the goods of the planet. Squeezing them, like an orange. ...
Today, not tomorrow, today, we have to take care of Creation with responsibility.1’
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Closure of St Teresa’s, Temple Hill,
Blackrock, Co Dublin. 1925-2020.
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History

On 21 September 1925, the first sisters
moved into St Teresa’s to begin a
ministry to Catholic homeless boys
whose faith may be in danger. It was
similar to the Sacred Heart Home in
Drumcondra, which was a children’s
home catering for girls.

Situated in St John the Baptist Parish,
Blackrock, Craigmore House, as it was
originally called, was owned by Mr
Hoggs a Wine Merchant. Later, Mr
Martin, an uncle of Sister Mary Martin,
foundress of the Medical Missionaries
of Mary and his family, purchased the
house. Subsequently, the Daughters of
Charity purchased the house from Mr
Martin. The house, buildings and
grounds comprised approximately
twenty two and a half acres.

In October 1929, a Mr Heuston donated
and erected a statue of St Teresa of the
Child Jesus in memory of his late wife.
This statue was erected at the front of
the house and the house was then named
St Teresa of the Child Jesus.
Forty boys aged 3-12 years were
resident in St Teresa’s for the first year.
Finance for the rearing and caring of the
boys was dependent upon contributions
from their families and any other
voluntary donations.

New Beginnings 1920’s and
1930’s…

The community was erected canonically
on 22 September 1925. Community
members included: Sister Magdalen O’
Kelly, Sister Servant, Sister Gertrude
Kelly, Sister Clare Hurley, Sister
Gabriel Horgan, and Sister Anne Brady.

In 1927, the Sisters made an application
to the Minister of Education for a boys’
school at St Teresa’s Orphanage. The
outhouses were converted into a school
which functioned from 1926. In 1932,
it became necessary to extend the
premises, so a new wing was built.
5

The Seminary

On 8 September 1927, the Daughters of
Charity opened a Seminary (Novitiate)
for new members to the Community in
St Teresa’s, a new initiative from Mill
Hill, London, as part of the new wing.
Sister Philomena Rickard was the first
Directress of the Seminary which had its
base in St Teresa’s until December
1939, when it was moved to St
Catherine’s, in Dunardagh, Temple Hill,
Blackrock. The Daughters of Charity
purchased this house and property in
1939.

In the 1950’s, 1960’s and
1970’s…

St Teresa’s continued to develop and
necessary alterations were made. In
1950, a new school was built and
opened. There were 150 boys in care, at
this stage, between the ages of 3 and 10
years.

In 1959, the Daughters of Charity
reviewed their services to children in
Dublin and following discussions with
the Minister for Health, the Department
agreed to sanction additional
accommodation for girls with a mild
intellectual disability. A decision was
made to transfer the boys to a new
residential children’s home in St
Philomena’s, Stillorgan. The boys
transferred to Stillorgan on 18 August
1959. Some of the boys were boarded
out to families.

On 31 August 1959, St Teresa’s opened
as a residential and day school for girls
with an Intellectual Disability. The first
20 girls arrived from Holy Angel’s,
Glenmaroon, Chapelizod and the
numbers increased gradually and
eventually reached 100 boarders by
1967. It was obvious that some girls
leaving school needed an aftercare
programme and a proposal was made to
the Department of Health. Following
discussions a Hostel was opened for
senior girls in Booterstown which
helped to prepare the girls for
independent living. In 1973, there were

103 girls resident in St Teresa’s as well
as 60 pupils attending the Special
School.

By 1979, it was becoming clear that the
need for special schools was decreasing
due to the Department of Education’s
policy to keep persons with special
educational needs, in special classes in
local primary schools.

In the 1980’s…

By 1984, discussion and dialogue began
on the future of the school in St
Teresa’s. Some of the Sisters began
doing pastoral work in Blackrock
parish. Though in 1986, there were 120
girls attending the Special School, it
was decided that the day pupils would
now attend St Augustine’s Special
School in Blackrock. The girls who
lived in St Teresa’s would now be
accommodated in Glenmaroon.
In 1987, the Special School in St
Teresa’s for girls closed.

In the late 1980’s there was a crisis in
accommodation for travelling families
and the Daughters of Charity donated a
site to Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown Co
Council for 6 bungalows to be built for
travelling families. This took several
years to complete and finally in 2007,
six families moved into the new
bungalows.

In 1988, a fire order was served on St
Vincent’s Centre, Navan Road and all
the residents had to be moved to
different accommodation. It was
decided to move 40 ladies with a
moderate to severe level of Intellectual
Disability to St Teresa’s until more
suitable accommodation could be
provided. Reconstruction took place on
the building in St Teresa’s and the ladies
and staff moved in on 19 September for
an initial 5 year period but in fact were
there for 21 years.
In addition, there was an outreach
service to the Supported Housing
Complex for older people in Beaufort,
Glasthule, Co Dublin. One Sister from
the community in St Teresa’s and one

‘The parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25–37) is not some story about goodness,
it is a parable about involvement. What sets the Samaritan apart is that he is someone who acts.
He sees, he has compassion, he acts, he gets involved.’
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The present times in St Teresa's!!
The builders have definitely moved in
and it's fully out of bounds!

Sister from Dunardagh ministered in
this Supported Housing Complex.

In 1987, the school premises in St
Teresa’s underwent renovation and in
October, a Day Service for persons with
Alzheimer’s disease started in the
former school building. Three Sisters
worked with this service.

In 1989, overnight respite care was set
up in the Alzheimer’s unit. A pre-fab
extension was added to the Alzheimer’s
unit and it was feasible to accommodate
8 persons for overnight respite.

In the 2000’s…

By 2006, a lay Administrator was
appointed to the Alzheimer’s Unit and a
lay Administrator was appointed to the
Intellectual Disability Services.

In June of same year, 2006, the
Daughters of Charity donated the walled
garden in St Teresa’s to build the
National Headquarters, new Day Care
Centre and Respite facilities for the
Alzheimer’s’ Society. In September
2006, the Sisters withdrew from the
Alzheimer’s’ Day Care Centre which
they opened and ran since 1989.
The Sisters also withdrew from the
Supported Housing complex in
Glasthule and it was taken over by a lay
manager.
One sister also worked as a SPRED
(Special Religious Education)
coordinator with the ladies who moved
from St Vincent’s.

In 2008, some of the ladies transferred
to St Louise’s Centre in Glenmaroon.
Throughout 2009, the remainder of the
ladies moved to Glenmaroon.

The three storey extension where
the Sisters served many generations
of people

It was hoped to put St Teresa’s up for
sale after this, but the recession held this
up for some years. Seven sisters now
lived there. One Sister, a retired nurse
tutor, visited the sick sisters in hospital
or at home in their communities. One
Sister did reflexology with Sisters who
were requesting it in their local
communities. A couple of Sisters
continued to link in with the local parish
as Ministers of the Word and Ministers
of the Eucharist who brought
Communion to the elderly and sick in
their own homes.

In 2016, a local teenager called to
request the Sisters’ help to
accommodate the Catholic boy scouts
and girl guides to meet in the large field
in front of St Teresa’s. They also
camped there a few times a year. The
Sisters attended to visitors who came to
the door, women and men who needed
to talk, or needed a meal. St Teresa’s
remained a place of hospitality and
welcome until it closed.

The house and land at St Teresa’s were
put up for sale in June 2017. Part of the
sale agreement was that the Sisters
could continue to live in the house for
up to 5 years. The developers began to
do work on the site and the remaining
Sisters vacated the building in
November 2020. The statue of St Teresa
was moved to a new site in the grounds
of the Provincial House in Dunardagh.

The keys of St Teresa’s were handed
over to Oakmount Developers on 7
December 2020. Work was due to
begin, but was hampered due to a very
strict lockdown from Christmas until
end of April 2021, so work only began
then.

‘Our world is being plundered; we cannot walk away leaving it half dead.’

St Teresa’s and the adjoining school
built in 1950’s

The evening before the Sisters moved
out of St Teresa's on 25 November
2020, Sister Goretti Butler, Provincial
and Sister Eileen Browne, Councillor
for St Teresa's, came to join the
community for a very moving and final
evening prayer followed by a simple
evening meal. It was a time of mixed
emotions and acceptance of moving into
a new phase in our lives as Daughters of
Charity.

It is the end of an era of caring,
teaching, and ministry which touched
the lives of many people over 95 years
of faithful and loving Daughter of
Charity service.
I am reminded of these extracts from a
poem:

“The Sacrament of Letting Go”
Martina Wiederkehr

Slowly she celebrated the Sacrament of
Letting Go!
First she surrendered her Green
Then Orange, Yellow and Red.
Finally she let go of her Brown,
Shedding her last leaf
She stood empty and silent, stripped
bare…
She watched its journey to the ground…
She stood in silence,
Wearing the colour of emptiness
Her branches wondering:
How do you give shade, with so much
gone?
Sister Margaret O’Donovan

6

New Beginnings

The three storey extension built beside St Teresa’s

Back: Sisters Francis Broder, Genevieve Corrigan, Bridget O' Brien (RIP),
Front: Sisters Margaret O' Donovan, Maureen Kehoe (RIP), Goretti Butler,
Provincial and Clare Hurley

The original Craigmore House, renamed St Teresa's after the
Sisters moved in there.

Sisters Patricia Lynch, Mary Walsh, Paula Ronayne, Mary Ryan
(RIP) and Maureen Kehoe (RIP) and Ms Eileen McInerney (RIP)

Sisters Catherine Ryder, (RIP) Maureen Kehoe
(RIP), and Lucy Murphy (RIP).

Back row: Sisters Maureen Kehoe (RIP), Mary Ryan (RIP), Gemma Ward,
Carmel Casey, Kathleen Harte, Patricia Lynch

Front row: Sisters Philomena Lucey (RIP), Mary Walsh, Brendan Walsh (RIP),
Sister Juana Elizondo, Superioress General of the Daughters of Charity, Pauline
Lawlor (Provincial of the Daughters of Charity), Augustine Murphy (RIP) and
Eileen Browne.
7

Sisters Brendan Walsh (RIP), Catherine Ryder
(RIP), Mary Ryan (RIP).
‘For Jesus, he is the model of our response to the world:
he becomes involved in the situation in which he finds himself.’
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Sisters Brendan Walsh (RIP), Brigid Kelly (RIP), Augustine Murphy
(RIP), and Ita Guinea (RIP).

Back row: Sisters Patricia Walsh, Paula Kearon (RIP), Catherine
Ryder (RIP), Annette McKenna, Maureen Kehoe (RIP).
Front row: Sisters Antoinette Kelleher (RIP), Brigid Kelly (RIP),
Philomena Lucey (RIP)

Sisters Annette McKenna, Antoinette Kelleher (RIP) and Gemma Ward.
Sisters Maureen Kehoe (RIP) and Bernadette
McGinn

Sister Maureen Kehoe (RIP) and Sister Josephine Flynn
Sister Mary O’Toole and Sister Paula Ronayne

Our last dinner with our staff, Leanne and Liz on 26
November 2020.
‘In our age “we are confronted with two interconnected crises: the coronavirus pandemic and
the ecological crisis. Both require urgent action, but they also require a sense of purpose
which comes from a clear vision.”’2

Sister Brendan Walsh (RIP) and
Ms Eileen McInerney (RIP)
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‘Sister Nada believes in the young people
she and her team are educating.’
New Beginnings

This article was first printed in La
Croix, a daily French generalinterest Roman Catholic newspaper
on 23 February 2021. La Croix is
published in Paris and distributed
throughout France. This article is
the work of Claire Lesegretain,
Lebanon.

In her recent letter to the Daughters
of Charity (27 November 2021),
Sister Françoise Petit, Superioress
General of the Company of the
Daughters of Charity remarked on
the “countries that are suffering
most acutely” at this time. She
commented that, “Lebanon is
sinking even further into
uncertainty and poverty.”

welcomes 1,100 boys and girls, 90%
of them Christian, from primary to
senior year. Like so many other
Catholic schools in Lebanon, this
institution is struggling on a day-today basis with its financial difficulties,
due to the impoverishment of families
who can no longer afford to pay
school fees.

“We need 350 million Lebanese
pounds (LL) to run this college.
The government, which has not paid
us anything for five years, owes us
more than 1 billion,” says Sister
Nada, recalling that in 2020 she
“fortunately” received aid from the
French government and the Work of
the Orient, not to mention former
students abroad who sponsor children
through Lebanese organizations.
“These aids are indispensable and we
rely a lot on providence.”

Listening desk

Sister Nada Abou Fadel

‘This Sister, who is also the principal
of the Daughters of Charity
Secondary School in Beirut, is
fighting for her students and their
families in increasingly precarious
situations. It also gives them reason
to hope.
Her keen gaze, in her thin face framed
by her navy blue veil, hints at a
woman of action, accustomed to
making decisions. Sister Nada Abou
Fadel, 55, is Principal of the
Daughters of Charity community that
runs the St. Vincent de Paul crèche
and head of the secondary school
dependent on this order in Achrafieh,
Beirut. Run by its congregation since
1950, this vast private school
9

The precariousness of so many
Lebanese middle-class families has
worsened since the deadly explosion
on 4 August 2020 that destroyed
thousands of businesses and small
businesses in Beirut’s predominantly
Christian port neighbourhoods,
including Achrafieh. “Since last
August, many parents of students
have been unemployed and some,
still traumatized, are trapped in
silence” continues the Sister who has
set up a listening office, reachable at
school or online, and hired a
psychologist, speech therapist and
social worker to help families.
Sister Nada also organized video
conferences for parents, on the one
hand, and for teachers, on the other, so
that everyone could express their
fears. She herself, since the explosion
of the port, “jumps at the slightest
door slam or thunder rolling”, while
she lived the fifteen years of civil war
(1975-1990) in Achrafieh, losing one
of her brothers. “I never felt what I

felt during that explosion” she
says, “An impression of the end of
the world, a fear that everything will
be washed away, that all will die.
More than fear, it was an existential
terror.”

“Because of their negligence
and selfishness”

The Sister considers that since August
4, her people, yet known for their
resilience after overcoming so many
trials, are “immersed in despair. We
find ourselves alone, abandoned by
our policies when it is because of
them, their negligence and their
selfishness, that half of Beirut has
been destroyed.” She is saddened to
see that an increasing number of
parents of students want to leave
Lebanon. “Already about 20 families
have left and several others have
completed an emigration form to
Canada or France.”

To get out of this “catastrophic
situation”, Sister Nada sees only one
solution: that the current corrupt
political class withdraws and gives
way to a new generation of
personalities capable of managing the
country. “Because of clientelism, you
are elected as an MP from father to
son: you have to break with it for
good,” she insists, referring to how,
during the elections of class
delegates, she herself goes into the
classroom to explain that it is a matter
of choosing the student who presents
the best project. She then circulated
the programs of the candidates for the
elections in France, which she
received as a Franco-Lebanese, and
which she gave so that they could be
studied in class. “Because our
ministers and elected officials have
no agenda or work plan.”

The love of Lebanon

Coming from a Maronite family of
nine children - her father worked for
the Maronite archdiocese - all of them

‘In this pastoral letter, I wish to reflect further on this theme so that we may enter our faith more deeply, respond more actively to
the situation in which we find ourselves, and live our God-given lives more vibrantly. I do so in a spirit of engagement and
dialogue, taking to heart what the Second Vatican Council said when – sixty years ago – it exhorted: “We must recognise and
understand the world in which we live, its vision of itself, its longings, and its often dramatic characteristics.”’3
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stayed in Lebanon, Sister Nada
received from her parents the love of
Lebanon. She entered the novitiate of
the Daughters of Charity at the age of
20, “to love Christ in the poor,” and
she wants to keep hope. “I believe in
the young people we are educating.
By developing their sense of
citizenship, they can make a
difference.”
Last December (2019), in her speech
to announce the end-of-term results,
she explained to the students
that “just as one chooses one’s

spouse by pledging to love him even
if he gets sick, they must love their
country for the rest of their lives,
even when he becomes sick and
poor.”
Her inspiration: Vincentian
charisma

“I’m not an assistant or a school
principal: I’m all that, but first I’m a
Daughter of Charity.” As a former
student of the Daughters of Charity in
West Beirut, I was impressed by their
social service. I saw all the love they

had for the poorest, consistent with
the Gospel: “When you do something
for the poor, you do it to Christ” (Mt
25). “On the feast of St. Vincent de
Paul, the sisters told us about his life
and I was impressed by the look of
love he had for the poor. This
Vincentian charism has deeply
touched my heart and has guided my
whole life.”’

Read more at: https://international.lacroix.com/news/education/sister-nadaabou-fadel-the-woman-who-bringshope-to-beirut/13841

CGod Never Leaves Us During Our Tough Times.

The Estember Family - Jimmy, Cynthia, Carl, Cyrr and CJ with Santo Niño

On the 24 April, 2020, I developed symptoms of COVID-19. I isolated myself while waiting my swab result. On the next
day my temperature started to spike. I was chilling day and night. After 3 days, my swab results showed that I tested
positive for COVID-19. My GP told me if my condition worsened to go straight to the hospital. At the time, my
preference was to remain at home. I had no appetite, I was sick with aches all over my body and had a continued spike in
temperature. I burned like a candle. Day by day my condition worsened. Yet, I knew God was beside me, helping me to
feel better. I prayed for his help, knowing that nothing is impossible for him, as long as I have trust in his mercy and
love.

On the 8th day of isolation my daughter, CJ noticed that I looked pale. When she checked my blood pressure on Saturday
it was dropping and I was breathless. She rang the ambulance immediately and I was transferred to the hospital. Before I
left the house, I told my husband and my children not to worry. I said to myself, ‘this is my battle and I have to fight it
for them’ as they worried. It was so sad that we were all infected with COVID-19.

When I arrived in the hospital, staff and doctors attended to me right away. They started me on an IV drip. I had my
X-ray’s, C.T Scan, blood test and I was on Holter monitoring and Oxygen. I was grateful for their expertise especially
when I couldn’t breathe. I felt so thankful. I thought this was my last day. My Rosary book and beads made me calm.
I felt blessed, surrounded by my family (abroad) and friends (globally) for their prayers for me and my family during our
tough times. I am particularly grateful for JOJO, CRISTITA and Family, my sister SARA and family who extended their
help and care throughout our tough times. I know THANK YOU is not enough to express our gratitude to them, but God
will give it back to them for their kindness and care they rendered on us.

I’m thanking God for giving me a second life. He’s my Saviour….my mighty rock!!!!!

GOD IS SO GOOD!!

‘According to the most recent and very sobering UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) report, climate change is rapid, extensive, and intensifying.’

Cynthia Estember
10
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SOUP RECIPES

“You will find out that Charity is a
heavy burden to carry, heavier than
the kettle of soup and the full basket.
But you will keep your gentleness and
your smile. It is not enough to give
soup and bread. This the rich can
do.”
These words associated with Saint
Vincent de Paul are not his. The
quote comes from the Jean Anouilh’s
screenplay for the 1947 film,
“Monsieur Vincent.”

Vegetable Stock

2 small onions
2 carrots
4 cloves of garlic
2 sticks of celery
½ leek
1sprig rosemary
1sprig thyme
1 bay leaf

Wash and peel all the vegetables.
Chop the same size and put into a pot
big enough to hold 3-4 litres of water.
Place the pot on the stove and boil
until the carrot has cooked and gone
soft; allow to cool and pass through a
sieve and set aside to use when
needed. It can be kept in the fridge for
4-5 days.

Basic Chicken Stock

6 chicken carcasses or 25 wings
2 carrots
1 bulb of garlic
½ head of celery
1 leek
2 medium onions
5 ltr water

Roast the chicken either wings or
carcases until golden brown. Wash,
peel and chop the vegetables. Add the
bones, vegetables, and water to a pot.
Bring to the boil and cook for
approximately one hour and a half.
Strain and keep all the liquid. Return
the liquid back to the pot and reduce
by half to intensify the flavour. Allow
to cool and store in the fridge for 4/5
days. Or freeze for use at a later time.
11

stock or chicken if you prefer. Once
the potatoes are cooked, add the
greens of the leek and the cream,
bring to a simmer, then blitz the soup.
Finally add the smoked bacon back to
the blitzed soup and serve.

Celeriac and Blue
Cheese soup

1 onion
2 cloves of garlic
1 large/ 2 small pumpkins
2 litres of vegetable stock
500ml of cream
100g butter
Salt & pepper
Vegetable stock

Pumpkin soup

Peel and slice the onion, mince the
garlic. Add a little oil and butter to a
flat based pot. Add the onion and
garlic and sweat. Cook with no colour.
While this is cooking, peel and dice
the pumpkin. Add the pumpkin to the
pot and cover with the vegetable stock
approximately 3 litres. Bring the stock
to the boil. Once the pumpkin is soft,
add the cream (do not let it boil).Once
warm, blitz, adding the butter, and
season with salt and pepper.

Potato and leek soup &
smoked bacon

200g of smoked bacon lardons
1 onion
2 cloves of garlic
2 leeks
500g of potatoes
250ml double cream
Vegetable or chicken
stock

Slice the onions and garlic and leek,
keeping the white and green separate.
Cook the bacon to release the fat.
Remove from the pot and use the fat
to cook the onion, garlic and white of
the leek. While this is cooking wash,
peel and dice your potatoes. Once the
onion, garlic and leek are cooked, add
the potatoes and cover with vegetable

1 onion
2 cloves of garlic
1 celeriac
1 head of celery
150g blue cheese
200ml Double cream
Vegetable stock

Slice onion, garlic, and celery, sweat
off in a little oil and butter with no
colour. While this is cooking peel and
slice the celeriac. Once the onion,
garlic and celery are cooked add the
celeriac and cover with stock. Allow
to boil down to a simmer once the
celeriac is cooked. Add the cream and
blitz adding 100g of the blue cheese
keeping 50g aside to garnish the soup.

Curried parsnip soup

1 onion
2 cloves of garlic
6 large parsnips
1tbsp of curry powder
250ml Double cream
Vegetable stock

Sweat the onion and garlic in a little
oil and butter. Once soft and cooked,
remove from the heat and add the
curry powder. While the onion and
garlic are cooking, wash, peel and
chop the parsnips as close to the same
size as possible. Add the parsnips to
the pot and return to the heat covering
in stock, allow the stock to boil. Once
it boils turn it down and simmer until
the parsnips are cooked. Add the
cream bring to a simmer. Blitz and
season the soup and you can add
soaked golden raisins to serve for a
little fruity hint.
Mark Connor

‘The climate catastrophe is causing major climate disruption, which in many instances is irreversible.’4
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BOOK REVIEWS

A Pastoral Letter for the Season of
Creation 2021

The Cry of the Earth The Cry of the Poor

The Climate Catastrophe-Creation’s
Call for Change
Archbishop Dermot Farrell
VERITAS
www.veritas.ie
978-1-80097-020-5

When Most Rev. Dermot Farrell,
former Bishop of Ossory, with
valuable experience as a parish priest
of Dunboyne, Co Meath, took on the
role of Archbishop of Dublin in
February 2021, he wrote this Pastoral
Letter for the ‘Season of Creation’.
The Church celebrates this season
from 1 September to 4 October (feast
of St Francis of Assisi) annually. The
letter is invitational, hopeful and
reader- friendly. The author presents
stark warnings to humankind if
persons continue “to upset the earth’s
equilibrium.” He dips lightly and
simply into Laudato Si’, On the Care
of Our Common Home.

The Archbishop uses insightful
images as “the pastoral letter seeks to”
approach “the climate catastrophe
from the conviction of faith: this
means facing the crisis with a deep
sense of reality and profound sense of
hope.” He describes faith as “a lamp
which guides our steps in the night
and suffices for the journey.”
Squeezing the life from an orange is a
very graphic image for describing
humans’ action to the planet.

The letter invites readers to look at the
climate crisis and the human crisis
scientifically and technically but also
from “the perspective of God”, a
perspective of faith, hope and love.
The Archbishop provides helpful
definitions for faith words, while he
poses salient questions throughout.
The letter draws on inspirational
quotations from Scripture, including
the Psalms. The Appendices provide
thought-provoking resources for
prayer, liturgical moments and
reflection. This is a prayer book.
Blunt statistics throughout the text
addressed “to people of faith in the
Archdiocese of Dublin” and to the
people of Ireland, challenge each one
personally and at a societal level to
take on a “culture of care” by
undergoing an ecological conversion.
The means described are prayer and
action. Do we not cringe when we
read that “women and children spend
an estimated 200 million hours every
single day collecting water?” Or when
we read statistics related to the water
crisis and the threat to rivers and
oceans? Environmental education is
essential to open minds and hearts, to
the effects of climate change
worldwide. There are serious
consequences for the web of life
where every living thing is
interdependent, interconnected and
interrelated.

The author outlines four
characteristics to develop and adapt to
this culture of care in our lifestyle. He
calls everyone to change and to
become agents of change. He suggests
turning “to the Laudato Si’ Action
Platform
(www.laudatosiactionplatform.org)”
as a way to engage in “proposals and
initiatives”.
This letter will appeal to a wide group
of people not least to those who work
for justice. Everyone can build a
better world by choosing to respect
life and creation as a gift from God.
The photographs tell their own stories

‘This pastoral letter is not an attempt to replace either what scientists, civic leaders or
various climate movements are saying. Neither does it seek to displace the appropriate leadership
which is their responsibility.’

of the cries of the earth and the poor.

The purpose is to “initiate a diocesan
conversation about how all can
contribute to the care of our common
home.” The Archbishop whets the
appetite for all to take part “to foster
an imaginative response and to
stimulate change.” By way of
motivation and encouragement, “the
Archdiocese is initiating the Laudato
Si’ prize” (details are on page 55 of
the Pastoral Letter).

The Archbishop presents multiple
ways to engage with his Pastoral
Letter; through reading Scripture,
poetry, reflection, prayer, liturgies and
engaging in activities. No-one can
heal the earth alone nor can anyone
respond to the cries of the poor and
the earth alone, because as
Archbishop Dermot Farrell says, “ar
scáth a chéile a mhaireann na
daoine.”

Mercy International Association,
April 2021
Catherine Prendergast, DC/
Deirdre Mullan, RSM
mercyworld.org

We Cannot be Silent

“We Cannot be Silent”, co-authored
by Catherine Prendergast, DC and
Deirdre Mullan, RSM will convince
readers that the world’s citizens
cannot be silent in today’s world of
disarray. The Sustainable
Development Goals are “a universal
call to action” to eradicate world-wide
poverty. In the Foreword, former
President of Ireland, Mary McAleese
generates an energy which pervades
the entire book. This book is short,
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full of life and energy, presenting a
challenge to change and to renew the
world. This book written in rich,
simple and modern language is full of
hope and promise and connects with
Laudato Si’.
The story of the Visitation (Lk 1:3956) is central and weaves through the
book, mirroring the call for a Global
Systemic Change to achieve the
Sustainable Development Goals.
Readers cannot ignore this call. The
reader gleans new insights into the
authentic encounter of Mary and
Elizabeth. The Magnificat takes on a
new energy and points loudly to
God’s immense love for those who
live in poverty. As Mary McAleese
writes, ‘we cannot go on with a
“business as usual” approach.’ Page
after page convinces the reader of
that.

Those with a thirst for justice will
appreciate this book. Post primary
students will study this to help
achieve the Sustainable Development
Goals. The work of Seamus Heaney,
Thomas Merton and R. Willis include
a literary dimension to the book. The
variety of illustrations and the change
in font and colour are attractive
features. Teachers will welcome the
reader Endnotes, printed strategically
on the back cover. Vincentian family
members will possibly use the text for
apostolic reflection and prayer.
Collaboration is a key call. Those with
a strong devotion to Mary will dwell
in prayer and praise for Mary,
remembering the great things the Lord
has done for her. ‘We Cannot be
Silent’ is an ideal read for retreat time
providing challenging questions for
meditation and contemplation in
action.

It is a valuable resource for a library
in any Daughter of Charity house. It
clearly reflects the signs of our times
and provides a focus for intercessory
prayer. Such a book may have value
for young people to discern God’s call
in their lives whatever their vocation.
Wise words sum up the purpose of the
book; “The United Nations, the
Sustainable Development Goals and
Laudato Si’ are key to our survival as
a species.”
13
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CORRESPONDENCE
FROM THE
PAPERS OF
Canon
Sheehan of
Doneraile
(1888-1913)
James O’Brien

SMENOS
PUBLICATIONS

smenosbooks@yahoo.co.uk
ISBN 978-1-910388-33-4

This is a collection of letters from the
papers of Canon Sheehan of
Doneraile. It is ‘a further milestone in
the “Sheehan Project”’ which “aims to
make available for scholarly research
as much as possible of the extant
source material relating to the literary
pastor of Doneraile.”’ It extends over
the period of 1888-1913. Two criteria
were applied in the selection of
material for this volume, firstly the
material “is drawn from incoming
correspondence” and secondly it was
essential “to discriminate that material
which was more relevant to the
evolution of Canon Sheehan’s literary
career” and less interesting “fan
mail.”

One particular letter in the book will
delight members of the Vincentian
family. In November 1903, Fr Joseph
Darlington SJ, University College, St
Stephen’s Green, Dublin, wrote to The
Very Rev Dr Sheehan, P.P. The letter
describes the formation of the
Catholic University Professors and
Students of the Arts and Medical
College in Dublin ‘into a special
Conference of the St Vincent de Paul,
called the University Conference of
the Sacred Heart’. Fr Joseph outlines
the reason for the foundation, “for
social work among the poor in
Dublin.” The purpose was to acquaint
“youth of Ireland with social work
and questions; and with the poor
during their University career.” The
Professors hoped to educate the youth
“in life’s dangers and
responsibilities.” They also hoped that
when the youth returned to their
native towns and villages that they

would be imbued with the zeal of
Saint Vincent de Paul. Fr Joseph
refers to the foundation of the
Conference of St Vincent de Paul in
Paris by Frederic Ozanam and his
colleagues. Fr Joseph pointed out two
things needed at the beginning
namely, “an instruction on Social
Work and funding”. He addresses
both in the letter and is definitive in
asking Dr Sheehan himself to give the
lecture not only to that Conference but
“to all the Conferences in Ireland.” He
remarks about Dr Sheehan, “all felt
you alone could do well- … The
Conference would be a success if it
had just this now.”
A photograph on page 37 of the book
shows the BA Class of 1902,
University College Dublin, including
Fr Joseph Darlington SJ.

After Canon Sheehan’s death in
October 1913, ‘his effects were to be
liquidated at public auction and the
proceeds applied to various
“charitable purposes” among which
were “provision for the celebration of
a number of Masses of suffrage, for
legacies…. to the Society of St
Vincent de Paul.”’
The Daughters of Charity are very
grateful to Fr James O’Brien who
dedicated this book “In appreciation
of Sr M. Vincent O’Sullivan and the
Community of the Daughters of
Charity of St Vincent de Paul
Maynooth College 1905-1995.”

Saints,
Scholars,
Heroes.

Eamon Flanagan.
Cork: Kolbe
Publications, 2020
ISBN: 9780952962724.

Reviewed in the spring edition of New
Beginnings 2021, the following
review appeared in ‘The Furrow’
April 2021.
‘Vincentian priest Eamon Flanagan’s
latest collection of poems,
commentary and prose reflections
engages with a wide range of issues,

‘Consequently, the importance of the forthcoming UN Climate Change Conference of the Parties (COP26),
which will take place in Glasgow from 31 October to 12 November 2021, is to be noted.’
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places and people. The collection is
organized under three headings; Part
1 [Events, Movements, observations],
Part 2 [Cultural, Faith, Community
Life] and Part 3 [Reflections from Life
and Scripture]. Flanagan’s reflections
on the changing cultural and religious
landscape of Irish society are
perceptive. He deals with the human
condition honestly but gently.
Throughout his work his own faith
and a keen sense of wonder, joy and
hope are very evident. His poems and
reflections cast light on the richness of
the Christian tradition and its ability
to engage with the abiding questions
and longings of humanity.’

Robots
Ethics and
the Future
of Jobs

Seán McDonagh
Messenger
Publications

www.messenger.ie
ISBN 978-1-78812-306-8

The author Seán McDonagh, a
Columban missionary has written
several books on ecology and
theology as well as delivering
conferences. He encourages people to
“an ecological conversion” and a care
for the environment. He works
relentlessly to help the Church and
world leaders to “awake from their
slumber and arise from their sleep” to
acknowledge what humankind is
doing to the planet. In this book,
‘Robots, Ethics and the Future of
Jobs’ the author shows through
significant research how the new
world of Artificial Intelligence (AI)
will affect the future of our humanity.
This is a vital read for this time,
particularly as COP26 engages in
policy making.

The chapters in the book are short and
reader-friendly. The Introduction
defines AI and the rapidity of change
and influence in the development of
technology over the last 40 years. The

book published in 2020 is a revelation
to the impact of AI on jobs and on the
influence of 3D printing on the
construction and manufacture of
Medical Equipment. Those whose
interest and fascination lies in Robots
and Drones will read about the
benefits and drawbacks to both.
Chapter 5 devotes itself to Robots and
the Future of Farming, which adds to
the COP26 debate.

Seán McDonagh shows extraordinary
commitment to Catholic Social
Teaching, so it is no surprise that he
explores ‘The Impact of AI on Caring
for Children, the Elderly and Those
with Special Needs,’ a chapter which
will hold special interest for the
Daughters of Charity. Chapter 10 will
also captivate the hearts and minds of
the Vincentian family and the
Vincentian Partnership for Social
Justice, which deals with the
Universal Basic Income (UBI) an
ongoing source of study and research
for the Partnership.

Throughout, the author keeps one of
the key elements of Catholic Social
Teaching in sight; “that work is an
important activity for human beings.”
He quotes from the various Vatican
documents such as Laborem Exercens
(On Human Work) and Centesimus
Annus (the Hundredth Year). He spans
centuries of Church teaching and UN
writings.

imagination, hearts and minds of
children who seek adventure. Robots
are part and parcel of their experience
of the society in which they live. The
reader with Boot the Robot, once the
apple of his owner’s eye Beth, will
travel on a journey full of adventure in
search of Beth, who went missing!
However, Boot became part of the
‘throwaway culture’ (as described by
Pope Francis in Laudato Si’) and
found itself on a scrap heap. With
Boot, the reader meets many robots en
route. The story reinforces the values
of ethical living in fostering good
relationships and kindness as they
travel life’s journey in their robotic
state. ‘Boot, Small Robot, Big
Adventure’ has lessons to teach the
young mind, not least about the
‘throwaway culture’, perseverance,
the values of kindness, small is good
and good relationships. A question for
the young mind, “Can the robot
replace the human person in our lives
today?”

‘Robots Ethics and the Future of Jobs’
is a gem and catapults readers into the
future while they live the humdrum of
daily life!

Boot, Small
Robot, Big
Adventure
Shane Hegarty

Hodder and
Stoughton 2019

www.hachettechildrens.co.uk
ISBN 978-1-144-949360

‘Boot, Small Robot, Big Adventure’
has possibility to capture the

‘Such conferences and their common agreements are vital raising public awareness and creating
political momentum in the face of the climate catastrophe.’

The Streets as a
Cloister

History of the Daughters of Charity
Mathieu de Lavergnée
New City Press 2020
202 Comforter Blvd,.
Hyde Park, NY 12538
www.newcitypress.com
ISBN 978-1-56548-027-8

14

New Beginnings
The original “Histoire des Filles de la
Charité. XVIIe-XVIIIe Siècle”,
written by Matthieu Brejon de
Lavergnée, a Professor of History and
the Dennis H. Holtschneider Chair at
DePaul University, Chicago was
published in 2011. Sisters Marie Poole
and Margaret Barrett DC translated
the book into English with the support
of Dr Alison Forrestal.
In 2020, the English translation ‘The
Streets of the Cloister’, the History of
the Company of the Daughters of
Charity arrived in the local
community houses, for which Sisters
are very grateful. The book is a
wonderful asset to all our libraries.
Individuals from the VIE group, under
the direction of Sister Margaret
Barrett, Rosalie Rendu Province,
recently shared their favourite
chapters of the book on Zoom with
the Sisters of the Provinces of Rosalie
Rendu and Ireland which includes
Kenya. These excellent presentations
will motivate Daughters of Charity
internationally to return to the source
where Vincent de Paul in 1659
expressed his vision for ‘the secular
Congregation of the Daughters of
Charity: their “cloister” consisted of
“the streets of the city”, where, “in
winter and in all kinds of weather,
they would seek out the sick poor.”’

The book comprises ten main chapters
with up to 14 sub-titles in each
chapter. Here is an amazing history,
covering the multiple ministries of the
Daughters of Charity since 1633. All
aspects of the Daughters’ of Charity
lives are described through the
centuries; beginning with the lives of
St Vincent de Paul (1581-1660), St
Louise de Marillac (1591-1660) and
the first young woman Vincent
recognised as a Daughter of Charity
Marguerite Naseau (1594-1633).

The chapter on the Motherhouse at
rue du Bac will interest readers who
have devotion to the Blessed Virgin
Mary. It was in the Chapel there that
the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared
three times to St Catherine Labouré
(1806-76). The Blessed Virgin Mary
gave Catherine the task of having the
medal of the Immaculate Conception
struck, which subsequently became
15

known as the miraculous medal.

I found the Document at the end of
each chapter particularly interesting
and well-chosen as key writings of the
Vincentian charism. Two very
significant and fundamental
Documents are the ‘Regulations for
the Confraternity of Charity of
Châtillon-les-Dombes, November 24,
1617’ and the ‘Conference of
Monsieur Vincent to the Daughters of
Charity on the virtues of Marguerite
Naseau, July 1642.’

Meditating on the
Mysteries of Salvation

A Guide to Praying the Rosary with
Joy and Dedication
Fr Frank Drescher

Veritas Books 2021

www.veritas.ie

ISBN-13-978-1847309877

Fr Frank Drescher, author of
‘Meditating on the Mysteries of
Salvation- A Guide to Praying the
Rosary with Joy and Dedication’ - is a
priest in the Archdiocese of Dublin. In
one of the opening pages, the author
quotes from Pope St Paul VI,
Apostolic Exhortation Marialis Cultis,
47. ‘Without contemplation the
Rosary is a body without a soul, and
its recitation is in danger of becoming
a mechanical repetition of formulas
and of going counter to the warning of
Christ: “And in praying do not heap

up empty phrases as the Gentiles do;
for they think that they will be heard
for their many words…”’ (Mt 6:7).

Marialis Cultis calls for “a quiet
rhythm and a lingering pace” in
praying the Rosary, thus, “helping the
individual to meditate on the
mysteries of the Lord’s life as seen
through the eyes of her who was
closest to the Lord.” The author
responds to this “quiet rhythm and a
lingering pace” in his “guide to
praying the Rosary with joy and
dedication.”

Fr Frank Drescher’s inspiration came
from Wilhelm Kelf (1905-86) a
German Canon who served as parish
priest in Cologne. He describes Kelf’s
style of praying the Rosary using the
basic prayers and the Scriptural verses
introduced before each Our Father,
Hail Mary and Glory be. In addition
to using Kelf’s style, Fr Drescher
introduces his own composition of
‘New Sets of Mysteries of the Holy
Rosary.’ He also introduces the
‘Rosary Devotion inspired by the
Litany of Loreto’ and the ‘Rosary
Devotion to the Holy Spirit.’
If a person would like to meditate on
the mysteries of Jesus’ life in a deeper
way; this is the book. This method
helps slow down the pace of prayer.
This Rosary style was piloted in a
Third Class group of girls in St
Patrick’s Primary School, Ringsend in
preparation for the feast of Pentecost.
The children enjoyed the interaction
with one another and turn taking.
They listened intently for the
Scripture quotes and listening helped
them to choose their favourite line in
the Scripture passage. This prayer
book is a gem and might be a surprise
to receive in a Christmas stocking.

St Catherine Labouré (1806-76) spoke
to the Daughters of Charity on her
deathbed about Mary Immaculate and
the Rosary. She said, “Mary
[Immaculate] is the Community’s
treasure. The rosary should be said
often. Vocations will be plenteous…if
all these things are done and profited
from.”

‘This pastoral letter seeks to engage a further dimension, and approaches the climate catastrophe from the
conviction of faith: this means facing the crisis with a deep sense of reality and a profound sense of hope.’

Congratulations Sister Maura Cullinane
on your 101ST Birthday - July 2021
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Fr Paddy Boyle, PP Ayrfield and
Edenmore parishes celebrated Mass
for Sister Maura’s 101st birthday. With
a little editing, this was the script used
at the Mass. Due to Covid-19, it
wasn’t possible to celebrate Sister
Maura’s 100th birthday!

Readers are grateful to Sister Éilis
O’Kelly for sending the script to
New Beginnings.

Sister Maura’s life journey began when
she was born on 20 March 1920, at
Kealkill, Bantry, Co Cork. She grew up
on a farm with her seven siblings- 3
brothers and 4 sisters-all of whom she
has outlived. May they rest in peace.
Maura enjoyed country life with her
family and still enters the joy of that
life when she is assisted to recall
experiences.
Sister Maura went to Kealkill NS and
then to Mercy Convent, Secondary
School, Bantry. Following that she
went to Dunmanway Technical School
where she first met the Daughters of
Charity. Her community life with the
Daughters of Charity began with the
stage of postulancy in St Vincent’s,
North William Street, Dublin.

On 1 December 1938, Sister Maura
entered the seminary at St Teresa’s,
Temple Road, Blackrock, Co Dublin.
She spent the last three months of her
seminary at the Provincial House, Mill
Hill, London. In 1940, Sister Maura
was appointed to St Joseph’s,
Rosewell, in Scotland, a large centre
for children who had profound learning
disabilities and some had physical
disabilities also. In Rosewell, Sister
Maura studied and graduated with a
Diploma in Nursing.

From 1946 -1962, Sister Maura was
placed in nursing positions in Great
Britain-Bebington, England, Toll Cross
in Scotland and then at the Provincial
House, Mill Hill, London, where she
nursed the Sisters in the Infirmary.

In 1962, Sister Maura pursued her
studies in physiotherapy and
occupational therapy. From 1963-66,
Sister Maura was placed in Warley,
England where she used her skills with

From left- William Locke- Chaplain Highfield healthcare, Sister Sheila Ryan DC,
Nora Lehane (Sister Maura’s relative), Sister Maura Cullinane DC, Sister Éilis O’Kelly DC,
Fr Paddy Boyle and Sister Áine Cahalane DC

persons who were physically disabled
at the Centre there.

On returning to Ireland in 1966, Sister
Maura was engaged in occupational
Therapy Departments of three
hospitals- Fairview, Dublin; Coole,
Co Westmeath; and Mountmellick, Co
Laois until 1985.

She was then appointed as warden in a
flat complex for older people in
Kilbarron Court, Kilmore West,
Dublin.

In 1992, Sister Maura was appointed to
Dunardagh, Blackrock from where she
visited and engaged in activities with
the Sisters in Rickard House. From
here, she attended with the Day
Attenders at the Alzheimer Centre, St
Teresa’s Blackrock. In 2012, Sister
Maura moved from Rickard House to
Highfield in 2013 with some of her
companions when Rickard House
closed. Since moving to Highfield
Sister Maura enjoys full life and
through the years she has taken part in
many of the activities on offer in her
new home.

Sister Maura always shows a sense of
gratitude for the blessing of her life
with many gifts and talents. Those who
lived with Maura know her keen sense
of humour and fun. Through the years
Sister Maura made many friends, all of
whom were very good to her. No

‘Faith is not a light which scatters all our darkness, but a lamp which guides
our steps in the night and suffices for the journey.’5.

doubt, they want to return the goodness
she showed them through the years.
Maura is a person of great faith and
one of her great pleasures was going to
prayer meetings with her friends.
After the birthday celebration
Mr William Locke, Chaplain of
Highfield Health Centre sent this note
to Sister Goretti Butler, Provincial and
the Daughters of Charity.

Thank You

‘On behalf of Sister Maura,
I would like to thank you Sr
Goretti and the Daughters of
Charity Community for the lovely
birthday wishes sent to Sr Maura
for her 101st birthday.

We had a mass of Thanksgiving in
Highfield yesterday where I read
out the letter from the
Archbishop of Dublin, Dermot
Farrell in wishing Maura too his
blessing for the occasion.
God bless and many thanks William Locke,
Chaplain Highfield Healthcare.’
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‘Nurture, Care and Education are needed today
more than ever’ says Councillor Vincent Jackson

New Beginnings

one of her boys for two years in St
Louise’s. I have very happy memories
and so have all my brothers and
sisters… all ten went to St Louise’s.
We had great times. On Saturday’s I
helped Sister Mary in the garden. She
loved her garden and in it she grew
strawberries and tomatoes. I don’t
have as many memories of Mary
Queen of Angels, Boys School.

SA: I know you are currently involved
as Chairperson in some schools in the
area.

Vincent, Veronica, Niamh, Daniel, Daragh
and Snowy the dog…

Vincent “Ballyfermot” Jackson is an
Irish independent politician who
serves as a Dublin City Councillor,
since May 1991. He served as Lord
Mayor of Dublin from June 2006 to
June 2007.
From here on Sr Anne is SA and VJ is
Vincent Jackson
SA: Vincent ‘B’ Jackson, where does
the ‘B’ come in?

VJ: Well, when I stood for election in
1991, I changed my name from Noel
to ‘B’ which stands for “Ballyfermot”,
where I was born and raised, so I was
known as Vincent “Ballyfermot”
Jackson.

SA: You’re a long-time friend Vincent
of the Daughters of Charity and
always hugely supportive to St Louise
de Marillac Schools, Caritas College
and all the schools in the area.

VJ: My first involvement with the
Daughters was at St Louise’s as a
child going to school. Sister Mary
Costello was my first teacher. I saw
her as a big person because I was so
small. She took my hand and said,
‘Don’t worry, Mrs Jackson, Vincent
will be grand.’ She gave me a coconut
biscuit and a bull’s eye sweet. I was
17

VJ: Yes, in my role as a councillor, I
have a great interest in education and
in schools. Schools are the best places
to get resources for youth to reach
their full potential. In the early days,
only 2% of young people went to
Third Level and now 35% are in
attendance. Numbers increase all the
time. Young people have the capacity
to fulfil their dream for life, if they
continue their education with
commitment and dedication. They
need to build on a good foundation in
the early years. As we say, early
intervention is key. Schools support
families as much as possible. They do
a great job. Unfortunately, all children
don’t have the same opportunities
from home.
SA: Family life, values and education
are dear to your heart, Vincent

VJ: Family life is highly important.
Commitment to family is everything.
Veronica, my wife is my great
support. Sometimes, I’m like a glutton
for punishment in helping others.
Then I stop and say, ‘Why did I agree
to do this? I’m here to work with
groups.’ Such work takes time. To
build the Centre for instance, took a
whole year’s lobbying. But I have a
great job and I enjoy it. I look after
local issues in Ballyfermot. I want to
know that what I do makes a
difference to peoples’ lives. I could
join a political party but I prefer to
remain an Independent.

SA: Vincent we all know you are a
people’s person.

VJ: Yes, my outlook for work is ‘I
love coming to work.’ I would like
people to have the same outlook. I
believe everyone is good at
something. I remember when I
worked in St Vincent’s Trust with
Sister Eileen Devlin and we often
said, 2 out of 3 are all the same but it’s
down to life’s circumstances. I’m
blessed with my wife Veronica,
daughter Niamh and two children,
Daragh and Daniel who came from
the Care Service. Daniel and Daragh
have truly enriched our lives and to
see them grow and develop is
brilliant. Care, nurture and education
are needed today more than ever.
SA: What are your concerns for the
people you serve?

VJ: In my role as a Peace
Commissioner, I sign forms for people
for Money, Advice and Budgeting
Service (MABS). I continually see
people getting into unnecessary debt
and having rent arrears. For example,
a woman came to me the other day
and she bought a Sky TV package
even though she had huge rent arrears
and gas bills. This happens all the
time that people live beyond their
means. I will help out as best I can,
but I ensure people pay their rent, gas
and electricity bills. People need to
learn to budget and save their money.
SA: Yes. They were the issues that the
Sisters and their collaborators dealt
with in the Bungalow in Cherry
Orchard decades ago.

VJ: You can be sure that the work of
the Bungalow and the inclusive ethos
of the Sisters continues. Recently, the
Dublin City Council ran a course in
the Bungalow to bring people together
from the neighbourhood. They
promised participants pots, pans and
utensils to help them continue the
work after the course. People came
the first day and got all the utensils to

‘It therefore means daring to look at the crisis from another perspective: the perspective of God. Looking at
our planet from the perspective of the Creator permits us to see things from beyond, as it were.’
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take home. They didn’t turn up the
next day. So we changed the plan!
Now, there are 19-23 people in
attendance on a regular basis and pots,
pans and utensils are given at the end
of the course. We run a pilgrimage to
Lourdes every second year from the
Bungalow and this also helps to build
community. It’s a holiday as well as a
pilgrimage and it gives the people
something to look forward to and helps
them save their money. Fr Gerry
O’Connor who was in Cherry Orchard
leads that pilgrimage.
SA: The ‘People’s Garden’ is coming
on nicely in the Ballyfermot Road.

VJ: This is a substantial project and
costing less than one million euro. We
came up with this idea which is 16
years in the planning. The Garden
should be open to the public in spring
2022. Hopefully, we will have a
Christmas Market, and St Anne’s
Market will come once a month. There
will be music performances and in
addition, there will be electricity and
water installed.
SA: There are so many facilities for
youth in Ballyfermot.

VJ: The Playground and the
Ballyfermot Youth Service were ten
years in the making. Someone
suggested that Ballyfermot should have
a Skateboard rink. So the Playground
cost 1.9 million… a state of the art
project. The Leisure Centre is my
pride and joy. This was very expensive
at 45.4 million euro. It took big
lobbying. But it includes All Weather
Services. We also have the Sports
Complex and Ballyfermot Social
Centre. In the late 1990s, the people
suggested getting a site for a Pitch and
Putt course. Behind Caritas College
and St Louise’s there was just one big
dump, a possible site. Then land
became available near Sarsfield Road
and there you’ll find one of the best
Pitch and Putt courses in Dublin.

SA: All good work for the people
Vincent. You are bringing back
memories of the dump and the roaming
horses and the joy riding and the antisocial behaviour.

VJ: They were sure tough times - then
came the Drugs and Alcohol Task

Force. The authorities identified and
addressed the issues. The Task Force
provided education and employment
opportunities and life became more
sustainable.

SA: You, Veronica and Niamh, Daragh
and Daniel are doing great work with
the people to maintain a green
environment. The place always looks
well.

VJ: Would you believe this is the 20th
Saturday the family have been out with
residents cleaning the streets and
planting flowers and shrubs. If we gain
one extra person to help along the way
we’re glad. The concept of nurturing
and developing is important in
Ballyfermot. It is not a local authority
job but we hope people will have an
interest in keeping the environment
around their houses clean and tidy. The
Council is short staffed and won’t
increase. We are thirty years involved
in the environment project and we
supply bags and tools to people to help
them. We also collect the waste and
make compost which comes in handy
for the planting.

SA: It is great to see a councillor like
yourself so involved in the Church and
living out the Gospel values in so many
ways.

VJ: We always had great priests in our
parishes in St Matthews, Our Lady of
Assumption and Cherry Orchard. I’ve
just come back from Assumption
parish. One of our workers, a young
man died suddenly and his family
thought Fr Adrian said a great Mass.
He’s always talking about the church
being a welcome place. He not only
talks about welcome, but opens the
church doors for people to light
candles, listen to music and has lovely
images on the display screens. People
love going there. I remember when my
mother died we all were devastated. Fr
Seamas Ryan was the parish priest at
the time. My mother was brought to St
Matthews for the removal. After the
prayers at the Church, we went home.
Later that night, Fr Seamas rang me to
say he was in the Church beside the
coffin, praying for my mother. You
can’t ever forget the very good things
the priests do for their people. It
consoled me and the family that

‘This pastoral letter is addressed in a particular way to people of faith in the Archdiocese
of Dublin.’

someone cared. The ministry of
priesthood is so important. Have you
seen the video clip that Fr Seamus’
nephew made about him? It’s on
YouTube. He asked me to say a few
words. Fr Seamus was an extraordinary
pastor.
SA: I haven’t seen it. I will though. You
were going to say something about the
sacraments.

VJ: Oh yes, Fr Piaras held the
sacraments in the Church because of
Covid on a much smaller scale this
year. The families loved the small
gatherings and said it meant so much
to them to know what was happening.
They said it was much more about
family than before. And Fr Piaras did a
lovely preparation in the church on
Sunday at 5.00 p.m. before the children
received the next day. So that was one
of the good sides of Covid! The new
microphones are really great too.
SA: What do you think is the future of
the Church?

VJ: Get the lay people involved and
build partnership. Pope Francis is
giving great leadership. Have a
peoples’ assembly in parishes and
breathe new life into the Church. The
Church has a wonderful message in
telling people that Jesus loves
everyone. The Catholic Social
Teaching Principles of the Church can
help everyone find their place in the
Church helping people recognise their
rights and responsibilities. In my work
with youth in Clondalkin, I organised
World Youth Day to Toronto, John Paul
II Awards and gave youth retreats. It
was brilliant for the youth. There, I met
Veronica and it was a great start to our
life together. The Church seems to
have lost a lot of its life. I remember
when I was Lord Mayor (2006-7)
getting the City Hall free for the JPII
awards. Cross care got use of the
Mansion House. I know Covid restricts
a lot of movement temporarily.
SA: Listening to you Vincent you have
much to offer the Church in this
forthcoming Synod. What’s in the
pipeline at the moment?

VJ: I’m working on a new group
trying to do something for older
persons. Youth are well catered for. I’d
18
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like to develop services for the elderly.
People living alone are lonely.
Neighbours are good but we need to
make more provision in the
community. The Peace Corps was great
in Ballyfermot. Something like that we
need again. People always love to look
forward to something in life. I know
that from looking after my Dad. He
looked forward to doing something and
going places. It kept him going.
Something like a holiday whether they
are young or old. So whatever group
gets together we need to think about
planning outings or a holiday. A parish
day is good too-anything to bring
people together. Youth love action and
varieties of activities. Youth don’t like
people to give up on them. Sometimes
things don’t work because there is too
much negativity. You have to be
positive with people. The media and
advertising are bombarding the youth
of today. Life is for living and we must
have hope.
SA: One last thing Vincent… What
about your year as Lord Mayor in
2006-7?

SV: Veronica and I loved that year. We
enjoyed it, though it was tinged with
sadness when my nephew Killian died.
May he rest in peace. It was the year
that Blessed Charles of Mt Argus was
beatified and we went to Rome. We
met President Mary McAleese and
Pope Benedict XV1. It was a
wonderful privilege and the Vatican is
such a beautiful and historic place. The
Swiss Guard were very impressive. I
love history and art and it was great to
see all the sights. All such beauty and
festivals enrich our lives. It’s what we
remember in times of crisis. We will
have crises always, but we also must
make the most of what we have and
help others do the same. The Mansion
House is such a historical place. I
brought the Sisters from Ballyfermot
up one evening and they were
delighted to visit. You should ask them
about it.

SA: Well Vincent, I know there are lots
more gems to tell but that’s for another
day. I can see you writing a book yet of
your exciting times and life in
Ballyfermot. Thank you so much.
19

Transfer of the Daughters
Of Charity Disability Support
Services (DOCDSS) to Avista

Sister Goretti Butler, Provincial commented
in her letter to the Sisters of the Province (3
December 2021) that this day “is a very
signifcant day for the Province.” On
Monday 6 December, 2021 she explained
that the name of the Daughters of Charity
Disability Support Services was being
renamed and relaunched as Avista. This
sign off is a very historic occasion for the
Community of the Daughters of Charity of
St Vincent de Paul. It is the final
withdrawal of the Daughters of Charity
from the Disability Services. Avista
maintains the same values on their logo as
the DC logo - Service, Collaboration,
Respect, Excellence. Justice and Creativity.

Sister Goretti Butler and
Natalya Jackson, CEO, Avista

Sister Goretti wrote that the “long standing
tradition of within the Daughters of
Charity” is “when an organisation founded by the Daughters “is ready to
stand on its own, we step away and let it continue to brighter and better
things.”

While Sister Goretti remarked that the decision was difficult yet necessary,
she said it was “good news that today we signed all the legal documents to
effect this handover.” She described the day as “special” and “historic” yet for
community, it is “a sad day in many ways.” Sister Goretti acknowledged the
work of all the Sisters over the years who worked with “great vision,
enthusiasm and energy to build such a wonderful service.” She added, “They
have left a rich legacy and a dedicated staff.”
In conclusion, Sister thanked the Sisters for their “prayers, support and
encouragement during this long process.”

(L-R) - Sisters
Anthony Linehan,
Christina O’ Mahony,
Helen MacEvilly,
Helen Mulroy,
Mary Walsh and
Anne Neylon (who
took the photo) wish
Sister Rose all God’s
blessings as she goes
home to the Kenyan
mission, having spent
27 years in Rome.
Thanks for the visit…
‘It is a word of encouragement and a call to action in the face of something that threatens
every aspect of our lives today and into the future.’

The Spirit of Catholic Education Award 2021-
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‘We chose Religious Education for two main reasons.’
Down and Connor
Catholic Schools' Support Service
120 Cliftonville Road
Belfast BT14 6LA
T: 028 9049 1886
E: dctrusteeservice@downandconnor.org

18 January 2021
Miss Mary McHenry, Principal
St Louise’s Comprehensive College
468 Falls Road
BELFAST
BT12 6EN
Dear Miss McHenry
On behalf of the Down and Connor Catholic Schools’ Support Service, I thank you for submitting a
nomination for your school to be considered for the Spirit of Catholic Education Award 2021. We
are delighted with the number of nominations received. The adjudication panel was most
impressed by the examples of “best practice” and with how the Self-Reflection Framework
document is assisting schools in developing the ethos and values of Catholic education.
It gives me great pleasure to inform you that St Louise’s Comprehensive College has been
awarded:

The Spirit of Catholic Education Award 2021
Distinction
This is in recognition of your school’s outstanding commitment to and engagement with promoting
and developing Catholic ethos and values as outlined in the quality indicators detailed in the Down
and Connor Catholic Ethos: A Framework for Self-Reflection.
In particular, St Louise’s Comprehensive College has received this award because of its
outstanding work in the area of Religious Education. The school has consciously reflected on its
Vincentian vision and mission and engaged most energetically in revisiting and enhancing religious
education throughout the school, and especially at Key Stage 3. Its revitalised thematic RE
programme which includes excellent opportunities for faith formation, prayer, liturgical experiences,
retreats and reflections and an enhanced appreciation and application of Vincentian values is a
wonderful example of a school that places religious education at the centre of school life.
To acknowledge this wonderful achievement, the Down and Connor Catholic Schools’ Support
Service are planning to present the award to your school when the current health and safety
regulations allow. This will be organised in line with all necessary health and safety regulations
around Covid-19. Your link member of the Down and Connor Catholic Schools’ Support
Service Team, Dr Aidan Donaldson will be in contact with you to discuss any future arrangements
for the presentation of this prestigious award.
Congratulations to everyone in St Louise’s College. Please extend my very good wishes to the
entire school community on this wonderful achievement.
May God bless you and everyone in your school community in the year ahead.
With warmest regards

Fr Edward McGee
Director of the Down and Connor Catholic Schools’ Support Service
‘It asks how we follow Jesus in this unprecedented crisis.’
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‘We chose
Religious
Education for two
main reasons.’

New Beginnings

The Spirit of Catholic Education Awards
are presented annually in conjunction
with Catholic Education Week, to
celebrate outstanding contributions to
Catholic education. Each year, we
choose an area of focus to develop our
Catholic ethos and values as outlined in
the quality indicators detailed in the
Down and Connor Catholic Ethos: A
Framework for Self-Reflection.

This year, 2021, we made an application
for the award for the first time. We chose
Religious Education as the focus. In our
nomination we outlined our actions and
how they positively impacted the ethos
of our school. We chose Religious
Education for two main reasons. Firstly,
our curriculum development at Key
Stage 3 demonstrated our commitment
to our Vincentian values and connecting
the subject of Religion to today’s world.
Secondly, as every teacher is responsible
for Religious Education, we saw very
clearly in the difficult year of 2020-2021
the commitment and dedication of the
staff at St. Louise’s to carry out this
duty. In receipt of the award, the panel
commented that St. Louise’s is a
wonderful example of a school that
places religious education at the centre
of school life. We were delighted to
achieve distinction, the highest standard
that can be awarded.

Emma Higgins
Head of Religious Studies

Emma Higgins, Head of Religious Studies
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(L-R) Emma Higgins, Head of Religious Studies, Adian Donaldson,
Diocesan Advisor and Sister Anna Byrne

(L-R) Sister Anna Byrne DC, Mary McHenry (Principal), Emma Higgins
and Adian Donaldson

Department of Religious Studies, St. Louise’s Comprehensive School, Belfast., (L-R)
Martina Keenan, Maria Gallery, Alanah McGlinchey, Emma Higgins, Ciara Hoey,
Seaneen Hughes, Eilish Camplisson and Yvonne McGreevy.
‘How do we live our faith in this new time? How do we pray, and what difference does prayer make?
What is God saying to the world? What is the Spirit saying to the churches? (see Rev 3:22).’
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DEATHS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•

•
•

‘My Father's house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told
you that I am going there to prepare a place for you?’ John 14:2

Sister Mary Crowley DC - Rosalie Rendu Province
Sister Lily Costello DC - Rosalie Rendu Province
Sister Pauline (Ivy) Vince DC- Rosalie Rendu Province
Sister Magdalen O’Neill DC - Knock, Co Mayo
Michael Francis Buckley - brother of Sister Marguerite
Buckley and Sister Catherine Buckley DC (RIP)
Mary Howlett- sister of Sister Mary Teresa Keogh DC
Sister Mary Doran DC, Mount Prospect, Clontarf
Sister Bridget O’Brien DC- sister of Sister Louise
O’Brien DC, Sister Hannah O Brien DC and the late
Sister Peig O’Brien DC (RIP)
Jack Cahalan- nephew of Sister Áine Cahalan DC
Daniel Collins - nephew of Sister Louise O’Brien DC,
Sister Hannah O’Brien DC, and of the late Sisters Peig
O’Brien and Bridget O’Brien DC, (RIP)
Mrs O’Sullivan - niece of Sister Phyllis Lee DC
Máire Ward and June Ward - sisters - in law of Sister
Gemma Ward DC
Kathleen Brady and Tommy Brady - sister and brother-inlaw of Sister Rita Yore DC
Fr Tom Cooney OSA - friend of the Daughters of Charity
Christina Redmond - mother of Sister Anne Redmond
DC, Rosalie Rendu Province
Gino Mansi - husband of Dee Mansi
Phyllis Cronnolly - mother of Enda Cronnolly

From Sister Josephine Flynn on behalf of Sister
Mary Teresa Keogh:

Seán Howlett, Sister Teresa, the Howlett and Keogh
families wish to express our heartfelt gratitude to the many
Sisters who supported and sympathised with us on the
recent death of a dear mother and sister, Mary. To all who
sent Mass cards, letters, and text messages, we are deeply
grateful. As a token of our appreciation, Mass has been
offered for your intentions.

From Sister Kathleen Cunningham:

My family and I wish to sincerely thank the Sisters and
friends in the Provinces of Ireland and Rosalie Rendu who
sympathised with us and supported us when our dear
brother Patrick died suddenly in England. We are humbled
by the various ways people found to offer condolences
during what were very severe pandemic restrictions.
As it would be difficult to thank everyone individually,
please accept this acknowledgement of our gratitude for
your kindness and continued support. The Holy Sacrifice
of the Mass will be offered for your intentions at Our
Lady’s Shrine at Knock.

‘As your bishop, I wish to explore these and other questions with you.’

From Sister Marie Barry:

I sincerely thank all the sisters who supported me
following the death of my sister Louie. She is a great loss
to me as are my two brothers and sister-in-law. In spite of
my sadness and loss, the support and messages that I have
received -so many Masses offered, was tangible. I would
like to thank you all personally but I am availing of this
opportunity. You are all in my prayers of gratitude. Mass
will be offered for your intentions

From Sister Marguerite Buckley:

On behalf of my family I would like to express our deep
appreciation to all the Sisters who sympathised with us,
for Masses offered, for the prayers, and words of comfort
and support to us, on the death of my brother Michael
Francis in February 2021. All is much appreciated, and a
great source of consolation to us. Mass is offered for all
your intentions.

From Sister Louise and Hannah O’Brien:

Sisters Louise and Hannah O’Brien, our sisters, brothers,
their families and members of the extended O’Brien family
wish to express our heartfelt thanks and appreciation to our
Provincial, Sister Goretti Butler, members of the
Provincial Council and in particular Sister Margaret
O’Donovan who spent precious time in the hospital
praying with Sister Bridget and singing hymns that she
loved. We thank with great sincerity also the Sisters of our
local communities for masses, letters and cards of sympathy.
We thank so many for all the loving messages in the Book
of Condolence reminding us of Sister Bridget’s influence
especially on families and the younger generation. May
she rest in peace.

From Sister Margaret Cashman:

I am deeply grateful to each of the Sisters for your mass
cards, messages of condolence and phone calls that I
received from you after the sudden death of my sister
Eileen RIP. My family also asked me to pass on their
appreciation of your kindness and support. Mass will be
offered for your intentions.
The Covid restrictions have sadly highlighted to me what
it's like for people who cannot be with the person they
loved when they die or be physically present at the funeral
(and especially people who died of Covid).

From Sister Margaret Mulcahy:

I wish to thank you most sincerely for your prayers and
masses for the repose of the souls of my brother John and
his wife Marguerite. Marguerite died in January 2021 and
John died in May 2021. May God bless and reward you
all. May their souls rest in peace.
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At the General Assembly 2021, in her “Report on the last six years and issues for the
Company today”, Sister Françoise Petit, Superioress General of the Daughters of Charity
paid tribute to Sister Kathleen Appler (1952-2020), former Superioress General. On one
evening of the Assembly, the Sisters celebrated “in faith” Sister Kathleen’s “passing along
with that of all those who have left us since 2015, especially those who died as a result of
the pandemic.” They gave “a time of thanksgiving and gratitude for what these Sisters
were and for the mission that each of them carried out until the end of their life; mission
with persons who are poor, mission at the service of the Company, mission of presence.”
Sister Kathleen Appler, rest in peace.

CARITAS COLLEGE,
BALLYFERMOT MOMENT OF PRAYER IN NOVEMBER,
WE REMEMBER

THANK YOU TO OUR GOOD
SAMARITAN SISTERS
From: Sister Madeleine Sheridan

Though this Liturgy took place on Zoom (November 2021),
the occasion of remembering was prayerful and meaningful
to all the members of the school community in attendance.
The service was led by Parish Priest of St Matthew’s,
Fr Piaras McLochlainn and attended by Sister Anne Marie,
former member of staff and now parish sister. The Principal,
Ms Tara Brady welcomed the school and parish community
to the prayer moment.
Symbols, ritual and reflection were central to the Liturgy.
The symbol of the Remembrance Tree was a significant and
concrete reminder of the faithful departed in the lives of
participants. The purpose of the prayer service was “to
celebrate the lives of those who have gone home to the
Lord” and to take time to “reflect on the positive influence
the deceased person had on our lives.”

A candle bearer lit a candle reminding everyone of the
presence of Jesus and his words, “I am the Light of the
world.” The Taizé Chant “Jesus Remember Me” offered an
opportune moment of comfort, silence, and a time to seek
light in the darkness and in the doubts about life. Mr Harkin
read a reflection on ‘Death’ which explored the challenge of
death to those left behind. When a person dies, it’s a reminder
“that we are still alive for a purpose. Our growing is not over
yet; our giving is not finished.” A procession of symbols
offered and placed around the candle marked the “debt of
gratitude” owed to the “care, support and courage” received
“during the past year.” Symbols included a mask, a dustpan
and brush, Rosary beads, First Aid kit, a Crucifix and a plant.

Fr Piaras proclaimed the Gospel (Jn 14:1-6), the words of
which offer consolation and comfort to those who grieve
their loss. Then followed the Prayer of the Faithful. To
conclude, the assembly recited the Prayer for the Dead,
joined in a final prayer and received a blessing. The service
ended with the Taizé Chant “Ubi Caritas.”
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During co-cooning, three lockdowns and restrictions many
those of us over 70’s and 80+ were (confined to barracks) as
one might say. Thank you to our Good Samaritan Sisters, in
many houses, who did endless shopping for us, which
included trips to the chemist, maybe once or twice daily, also
various other messages and hospital appointments.
We appreciated the promptness of the Sisters to serve with a
smile and a willingness. Many thanks and may God bless
‘Our Good Samaritan Sisters’ for their great service.
Covid-19 is a difficult time for many and sometimes our
HOPE has somewhat diminished. We hope that the light at
the end of the tunnel will come sooner rather than later.
Recently, I heard it said, “Hope is the bird that sings in the
darkness before the dawn.” The hymn also says, “Hope,
perfect hope is the gift of Christ the Lord.”
Sister Madeleine also includes this poem from Africa magazine.

A Butterfly in the Pandemic
Today, a butterfly,
the first of the year,
caught my eye
emerging into Spring,
and brought me hope.

For you too, little one, have
been cocooned like us.
Your playmates gone,
wrapped around with silence
as you waited.
Could you have known how
beautiful you’d be
when you arose?
For you have grown
in trusting patience
to such a transformation.

So, may our fears
and broken dreams,
our flowing tears
for this world’s sorrow,
transform our hearts to deeper love,
to live tomorrow.
Lyn McCrave March 2020

‘Part of the difficulty in addressing the climate crisis is that its vastness and complexity
blinds our day-to-day lives to the part we have to play in addressing it.’

New Beginnings
This poem, Autumn Churchyard is available on “Remember
Them”, a prayer service on the website https://ossory.ie/wpcontent/uploads/2014/11/Remembrance

Autumn Churchyard

Do not search for me down
among the marble headstones,
where rooks on November
branches make gathering cry for
the dying year.

As I pen these words on paper now to Heaven up above
The answer he’s with us down here, if man would only love.
Gerard

Do not look for me where
summer leaves decay on waves
of winter grass.

Fr Seamus Devitt CSsR…
artist at work

Do not imagine me as you last
saw me, pale, bruised and
empty of life.

St Gerard Majella - A Family Saint

Fr Seamus Devitt painted this image
of St Gerard Majella for the
celebration of the World Meeting of
Families in 2018. To celebrate the
feast of St Gerard on 16 October,
2021, the painting held a prominent
place on the altar in Our Lady of Assumption Parish,
Ballyfermot. Many people visit the shrine, pray and light
candles. Now this beautiful bright painting is displayed on
the wall above the shrine.

I am not here.

But see the shaft of sunlight,
which spots the grey dark
lake of late November, on the
heather hillside of Donegal.
Or listen to the thrush squeeze
out the last notes of its sunny
summer song.
Or hear the laughter I splashed
in my sister’s face on the sun
drenched beach that summer
before I left you.

I go on playing not where winter
withers but where spring is eternal.

It’s true you work in mysterious ways to get your message
through
And open up our minds to this is a thing we all must do
Across the world of many faiths there live some who are
blind
As to the power God has given us since the dawning of
mankind.

John McCullagh

How Long Oh Lord
Will Thy People
Suﬀer?

How long Oh Lord will thy people suffer, in never ending
ways?
The pain the human heart has felt from past to present days
This pain has come through evil men and even weather wild
Which brings to us the daily view of the innocent suffering
child.

The human heart will always ask you why it is this way
An answer that’s more needed now by those who never stray
Who find it hard to comprehend with all your love and
power
This evil is allowed to stay with us right to this hour.

It’s just the passion and our love that makes us give this plea
For oppressed and troubled souls an end to evil see
Faith dictates that we must wait for all to be revealed
And live within utopia where every pain is healed.

St Gerard Majella (1726-55), born in Italy is the saint of
expectant mothers. He joined the Congregation of the Most
Holy Redeemer in 1749. Three years later he became a
professed lay brother. There are many miracles associated
with St Gerard through prayers for woman in labour. St
Gerard’s last recorded miracle is one that honours his
becoming the patron of expectant mothers. Shortly before
his death, Majella encountered a young girl. He dropped his
handkerchief and she wanted to return it, but he told her to
keep it. Majella said to her that she "may need it someday."
Years after Majella's death, the young girl married and
became pregnant. She went into labour unexpectedly and
almost lost the baby. She called for Majella's handkerchief
to be applied to her. Almost immediately, her pain abated
and she gave birth to a healthy child.

A Family Prayer

God, our Dear Father,
refresh and deepen our appreciation
of the preciousness and beauty of family life.
Help us to make our home a place
of affection, peace and hospitality,
where the hard word is seldom
heard and soon forgiven, where
sorrows bring us closer together,
and happy laughter often warms our hearts.
Through Jesus, our Lord and our Brother. Amen.
Mother Mary, pray for us.
St Joseph, pray for us.
St Gerard Majella, pray for us.
Our Guardian Angels, watch over us. Amen.

‘Climate [is] an overarching, underlying condition of our lives and planet, and the change [that has led to this crisis – still unreal for so many –] was
incremental and intricate and hard to recognize, [unless one was keeping] track [of its detail]. Climate catastrophe is a slow shattering of the stable patterns
that governed the weather, the seasons, the species and migrations, [and] all the beautifully orchestrated systems of ‘this extraordinary planet which we share.’
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Susanne Plummer’s Photo Gallery
Out and About with Susanne and her Camera….
Susanne took all these photographs locally in Ballyfermot, Clondalkin
and the Phoenix Park.

To be out with my camera is a saving grace for me. When I’m out in nature
it’s nice to take time to reflect and be mindful of what is around me.
I have found that it can bring happiness and inner peace to my day.
The benefit this might have on your own well-being may surprise you.
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“Like the deer that yearns for running streams,
so my soul is yearning for you my God.”

‘Paradoxically, for all of us in the developed world, our fear of the ‘lifestyle cost’ of acting for
the common good induces a lethal paralysis.’

New Beginnings

Substitute

Fear
with

Faith

In this article, I hope to spread
awareness about this marvellous
nature of humans that all possess.
Each human person is endowed as a
birth right with a distinctive life.
Excluding his/her unique anatomy,
humans are gifted with a vivid sense
of memory and a fantastic
imagination, which makes them the
most conscious beings on the planet.
This power offers them opportunity to
create self-fulfilling prophecies
regardless of their realisation.
Everything in this world is a
manifestation of thought and emotion.
Before anything happened in this
world, it first occurred in the mind of
a person. I am talking about scientific
innovations, advanced machineries
and every other phenomena such as,
illness or a mayhem. As the Lord said,
“if as one people speaking the same
language they have begun to do this,
then nothing they plan to do will be
impossible for them”(Genesis 11:6).

We consistently fashion our reality.
Although many of us are oblivious to
this natural mechanism, we design our
life by the rules of divinity, as
presented with clarity in the Old and
the New Testaments. Understanding
this spiritual knowledge, a person’s

life becomes one of ‘giving and
receiving’ where he/she strives to
commit to growth in the fulness of
life.

Whatever a person sends out in word
or deed, will return to him/her. For
example, when one sends love, a
person will receive love. If one sends
hate, a person will receive hate. If one
cheats, a person will be cheated and if
a person lies, one will be told lies.
This is “the Law of Karma”.
The Lord tells us to love our enemies.
Hate and resentment towards anyone
will show up with more hate in one’s
life, thus making enemies instead of
building friendship.
“You do not attract what you wish
for, you attract what you are.”

Many individuals don’t achieve what
they want, even though they pray for
their desired outcomes. One might
pray daily to the Lord or daydream
about their wishes, but if one’s heart is
undeserving, then it is just a cry for
hopelessness. In praying for wealth
and finance, one might set him/herself
for disappointment if the motives of
the heart are incorrect.

The Lord said, “Above all else, guard
your heart, for everything you do
flows from it” (Proverbs 4:3)
because a person’s heart is like a
magnet, which attracts what it is fed.
A person’s reality is a reflection of
one’s inner world and feelings.
Whatever a person visualises with an
emotion will sooner or later
externalise in occurrence. For
instance, a constant feeling of distrust
and jealousy in a relationship will
eventually manifest in a result of
betrayal. The human heart does not
know what is good and what is bad
for a person’s life; for a heart,
everything is just energy. And since
emotions are energies in motion, they
generate electromagnetic waves. So
any trapped emotion or feeling in
one’s body will attract the energies
with similar vibration.

‘When we gain perspective and realise what is at stake for the future of our children and
grandchildren, and what is already at stake for the vulnerable in the world’s underdeveloped
regions, we are empowered to act.’8

Energy tends to attract like energy just
as birds of a feather flock together.
The energy field radiated allows a
person to ‘tune in’ to certain realities.
Love, peace, harmony, joy are high
vibrational energies leading to a
feeling of lightness in one’s physical
emotional and mental state. These
energies synchronise to attract a
greater flow of peace and love in
one’s life. Of course, the opposite
will happen with feelings such as hate,
shame and fear. Less energy caused
by such emotional states will leave a
person with a weaker ability to think,
act and create.
Our energies are constantly affected
by external stimuli. For instance, you
wake up in the morning feeling
energised and proceed for your daily
rituals and prayer. By this time you
are feeling happy and vibrating at a
higher frequency. However, suppose
you reach your office, your boss yells
at you for something you did, then
certainly your energy level will drain
quickly.

In life, we are consistently exposed to
people, events, news, thoughts or
feelings all of which have potential to
change our emotional states. So
awareness of one’s emotional states is
not easy work but essential and
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significant. With such awareness a
person can tend to one’s well-being
before taking action or before making
a decision; because to make a decision
in a state of emotional turmoil is a
recipe for long term suffering.
Higher vibrational states yielding
peace, joy and love are natural within
a person. When a person
acknowledges the gift of being alive
and part of this creation, one’s heart
flows with love and appreciation for
everything. One cherishes the nature,
the humans and everything God
created in his infinite wisdom and one
sees God in all things.

Imagine a cork floating on the water
surface. Pushing it down under water
takes effort, let it go and it will pop
back up effortlessly. Having the cork
float above water is a matter of
allowing not pushing. Negative states
are the result of constant mental
effort. When a person lets go of
negativity and surrenders in the arms
of the divine, one experiences love.

God created us with a free will. God
gave us dominion over the fish of the
sea, the birds of the heavens and over
every creeping thing that creeps on
the earth. The only limit to what we
can achieve is in our mind with
possible corruption by feelings. The
Lord provides us with a universal
consciousness of energy, which is the
source of all intelligence and
outcomes which flow through us. Our
emotions filter this energy and creates
a reality according to our perception
of the world.
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Lord; the belief that God exists and
rewards those who seeks him.

Many passages in the bible state that
the battle is God’s not man’s and that
man is always to ‘stand still’ and see
the salvation of the Lord. When Jesus
said to his disciples, “O you of little
faith, why are you afraid? (Matthew
8:26), he told them and us to
substitute our fears with faith. Fear is
a low vibrating emotion that informs a
person they are not ready for what is
about to come. That is why the Lord
asks us to ‘stand still’ and replace
every fear with Faith in HIM.
When the Lord says, “whatever you
ask in prayer, you will receive, if you
have faith (Matthew 21:22)”, he
gives you an upper hand in this game
of life, where you receive more than
everything by giving Faith.
The scripture defines faith as, “the
assurance of things hoped for, the
conviction of things not seen.” It is
belief in the unknown, belief in the

Imagine a situation where you know
something will happen, like when
your spouse surprises you with air
tickets and reservations for an exotic
vacation in Hawaii. You are excited
about it with no doubts and no worry.
You look forward to the future. Your
body begins to subconsciously
respond to its future before it even
happens. This is faith, when you have
no doubt, no fear, just a blissful
anticipation of your expected future.
That is how you should let go of your
prayers, once you’ve put them to the
Lord. The Lord knows about your
desires way before you’ve realised it
and he keeps everything for you. He
doesn’t want you to beg or make
sacrifices, he wants you to ask for it
like it is yours. He wants you to ask
for it like you deserve it. The Lord
proclaims, “anyone who comes to
him must believe that he exists and
that he rewards him who earnestly
seeks him” (Heb 11:6).This is the
aim; you have to believe in his
existence and surrender yourself,
knowing that HE has got the best for
you.

To conclude, each one of us has
limited time on this earth. All we take
with us is our life experience. I invite
you to reflect and substitute your fears
with ‘Faith’ and choose to live each
and every moment with celebration.

Rohit S. Chand

‘Without doubt this is a long-term undertaking. It foresees many perspective shifts
– political, social, economic and ecclesial.’
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‘ST JOSEPH, AN EXAMPLE OF FAITHFUL SERVICE’
Pope Francis’ Prayer to
St Joseph

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted his only Son;
in you Mary placed her trust;
with you Christ became man.

Blessed Joseph, to us too,
show yourself a father
and guide us in the path of life.
Obtain for us grace, mercy and
courage,
and defend us from every evil. Amen.

St Joseph, pray for us.

SAINT JOSEPH: THE
DREAM OF VOCATION

On 19 March 2021, Feast of St
Joseph, Pope Francis released his
message for the 25 April 2021,World
Day of Vocations. The theme was ‘St
Joseph: The Dream of Vocation.’
This message is timeless and holds
key points for the theme of vocation,
both at the initial stage and in the
stage of ongoing formation.
Pope Francis invited all religious
sisters and priests to look to “Saint
Joseph, an example of faithful
service.” The full text of this letter is
on www.vatican.va

Patris Corde (With a
Father’s Heart)

In preparation for the 150th
Anniversary of the Proclamation of
Saint Joseph as Patron of the
Universal Church (8 December 20208 December 2021), Pope Francis
wrote an Apostolic Letter, Patris
Corde, to the people of the world. He
recognised St Joseph, the husband of
Mary and the foster- father of Jesus,
as the model for all religious and
clergy. He invited everyone to
increase their “love for this great
saint.” The full text of this letter is on
www.vatican.va

Pope Francis through prayer and
reflection plumbed the depths of
Scripture and life to reveal new
insights on the person and life of St
Joseph. A spirit of hope springs from
the thoughts and sentiments as the
Pope writes, “St Joseph… did not do
astonishing things, he had no unique
charisms, nor did he appear special in
the eyes of those who met him.”
Similar to many saints’ lives, St
Joseph “through his ordinary life,
accomplished something
extraordinary in the eyes of God.”

Numbers are significant in Pope
Francis’ message for vocation. There
are three key words suggested for
“each individual’s vocation.” These
are ‘dreams’, ‘service’, and ‘fidelity’.
He elaborates simply on each one.

‘While overwhelming at first, long-term societal change can occur; for example, the societal shift in
attitudes towards smoking, or the shift away from fossil fuels, now gaining momentum.’

Pope Francis outlines the four
dreams that were God’s calls to
Joseph , all found in St Matthew’s
Gospel (Mt 1:20; 2:13.19.22). Not
only does Pope Francis explain the
dreams, but he shows the readers in
dertail how the dreams “led him into
experiences he would never have
imagined.”

Pope Francis characterises ‘service’
as ‘attentive guardianship’, ‘a
concrete expression of the gift of
self’ and ‘protector of Jesus and of
the Church.’ These characteristics are
embedded in our lives as Daughters
of Charity, through the inspiration of
St Vincent de Paul and St Louise de
Marillac.
Pope Francis describes fidelity as life
itself, which “matures only through
daily fidelity.” He acknowledges that
“fidelity is the secret of joy” which
was “present in the home of
Nazareth.” He advocates that “the
same atmosphere simple and radiant,
sober and hopeful,” might “pervade
in our seminaries, religious houses
and presbyteries!”
In conclusion, Pope Francis prays
that “St Joseph, protector of
vocations may accompany us with
his fatherly heart.”

ABOUT ST LOUISE
DE MARILLAC AND
ST JOSEPH

‘… imitate the inaction of the Son
of God…His labour in the family of
Saint Joseph reveals this.’ (L.575 to
Sister Anne Hardemont at Ussel, c.
1659, Spiritual Writings, p.654).
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Sister Sister Françoise Petit,
Superioress of the Daughters of
Charity in rue du Bac,wrote a letter
to the Sisters, on the occasion of the
feast of St Louise de Marillac (9 May
2021), in honour of the Year of St
Joseph, Patron of the Universal
Church. Sister Françoise compares
“Saint Joseph’s spiritual experience”
with that of Saint Louise in the
context of “a personal plan, an
encounter with the Lord [and] a
radical change of life.” She offers
readers an opportunity to reflect on
life, accepting the trials, the sleepless
nights, and the difficulties
encountered (as Saint Louise and
Saint Joseph did). We do not do this
alone but with God’s grace. In
addition, Sister Françoise encourages
us to look forward and to pray for
“suffering provinces.” As always, she
gives examples to concretise the
experiences asking for prayers of
remembrance for the family, the local
community and the province of
Sister Zaida, a young Peruvian Sister,
39 years old, and 9 years vocation
who died recently. Sister Zaida

served young peoiple and was the
national advisor for the Vincentian
Marian Youth (VMY).

PRAYER FOR
VOCATIONS

O Jesus, send labourers into your
fields which are awaiting holy,
apostolic, saintly priests,
missionaries and dedicated sisters
and brothers.

Enkindle in the hearts of men and
women a prayer of vocation and
grant that Christian families may
desire to give help in the work of
tomorrow. Amen,
Brigid Kelly (Ballyfermot)

JOURNEY TO
BETHELEHEM
(for Mary, Mother)

It is a mid-winter day.
A strong, cold wind from the east,
Blowing across the continent
From Bactria, never ceased.
Your Galilean veil and gown
Decently circumscribe you
And the stirring divine life
Of the only Son within you.
Alongside, Joseph, your husband,
The man known as just and wise,
Guides safely your mount’s advance
Under light and sombre skies.
Wife and husband, in silence,
In gentle, understanding word,
Or in quiet prayer, hold a firm,
True communication cord.
You recall annunciation;
You think of the One to be born,
God blossoming in our wasteland,
Like a desert sprouting corn.

This poem is from the collection,
‘Past and Present’ Eamon Flanagan
(1998).

Faith in the hands of the Millennials

Blessed Carlos Acutis (1991-2006)

Carlos Acutis was born in London into a wealthy family of
Irish and Polish roots on 3 May 1991. Soon after his birth
his parents moved to Italy where Carlos attended the Jesuit
High School in Milan.

The young ‘Millennial’, describes those born between
1981and 1996. Individuals born between 1997 and 2015 are
part of a new generation, Generation – Z. (Generations are
a lens to understanding societal change rather than a label
with which to oversimplify differences between groups).
The present Pandemic, Covid-19, will influence the world
of this generation of youth for years to come.

Carlos died from a severe form of leukaemia on 12 October
2006. He may become our first Millennial Saint. Blessed
Carlos is credited with the miraculous healing of a Brazilian
boy who suffered from a congenital malformation of the
pancreas.

Beatification 2020

His ascent to fame followed his Beatification as, Blessed
Carlos Acutis, on 10 October 2020. A passionate
relationship with Jesus in the Eucharist inspired a personal
informed belief in the miracle of the Eucharist which he
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described as his, ‘Gateway to Heaven’. From a very early
age he expressed a deep and trusting faith in the person of
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. To be a servant of God in
sharing this conviction was his life’s plan and mission. The
canonisation of the young Blessed Carlos awaits the
procurement of cures and miracles through our prayers and
sacrifices. May the youth of the pandemic, Covid-19, be the
generation that aspire to having a saint of their own culture
and time and one with whom they can communicate their
deepest longings and truth.

The seven year old Carlos and the ‘Tech Teen’

Carlos requested to receive Holy Communion at the
unusually young age of seven years. For him frequent
reception of the Sacraments of Confession and the Eucharist
were his heart’s desire. He loved to recite the Rosary which
he described as the “shortest ladder to climb to Heaven”.
He longed to spend time praying before the Blessed
Sacrament believing that Jesus is truly present in the
Eucharist. His mother, Antonia, had been to Mass on three
occasions only in her life. However, she supported her son
wholeheartedly during his spiritual and religious journey in
identifying Jesus, Body and Blood, in the Eucharist, which
ultimately led to her conversion.
‘Which of these three’, asked Jesus, ‘was neighbour to the man who fell into
the hands of the robbers?’ (Luke 10:36)
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Carlos is described by his peers as the ‘Tech Teen’ who
found Jesus and made friends with Jesus in his childhood
and during his short life. As an amateur computer
programmer, he is best known for documenting Eucharistic
Miracles from around the world and succeeded, at age
eleven, in cataloguing them on to a website.
Reflecting on Blessed Carlos one is reminded of the young
boy, Jesus of Nazareth, missioned by His Father in Heaven
to give life to the ‘Word made flesh’ and to become
‘Eucharist’ during his 33 years on this earth. Carlos vowed
to walk in the footsteps of Jesus on the “highway to
Heaven”.

Youth is a defining characteristic between Jesus, the Son of
God, and Carlos the young promoter of Eucharistic
Miracles. We recall Jesus, the Son of God, at 12 years of
age, challenging and exchanging intelligently biblical
questions and doctrinal issues with the doctors and teachers
of the Temple. All those who heard him, including his
mother, Mary, and his foster father, Joseph, wondered how
and where he got all this knowledge. This was the
beginning of the ministry of preaching and teaching in the
Temple as His Father in Heaven willed him to do.

Blessed Carlos had an understanding and lived experience
of the Bible. His innate longing to develop a personal
relationship with Jesus the Son of God was developing. He
knew from Scripture that the God he sought longed to be
found. Divinely inspired, he grasped the mystery and the
miracle of the Eucharist. He was graced by God in a
personal and intimate relationship with Jesus. He succeeded
in leaving a legacy of evidence of divine intervention
through Eucharistic miracles. Like Jesus, Carlos was
fearless in challenging truth and doctrine. He was
concerned that people had become lax towards accepting in
faith the gift of the Eucharist. He would use technology as a
modern tool to communicate most effectively the mysteries
of Catholic Faith.

and soul to become the “Cyber Apostle of the Eucharist”.
He was not afraid to boldly but gently share the mission
with which he was entrusted. The vocation of this young
contemporary adolescent must surely awaken a spiritual
curiosity in youth of today as they yearn for peace and joy.

Blessed Carlos recognised early in the short life given him
that God had plans for him to perfect and use his tech skills.
And he was not to be silenced by the nature of this call
given to him by God. His mission was one of seeking and
searching for miracles conferred on people of faith whom
Jesus had touched and healed through the power of the
Eucharist. This was a unique research task undertaken and
experienced by Carlos as God’s Will for him. His mission
did not dampen the enthusiasm and passion that drove his
own understanding and belief in the miracle of the
Eucharist enabling a lasting relationship to develop with
Jesus his friend.
On the website he created,www.miracolieucaristici.org
Carlos said, “the more Eucharist we receive the more we
will become like Jesus so that on this earth we will have
a fore taste of Heaven” That was his short life’s dream for
our world. Blessed
Carlos was gifted with
effecting the best in
technology to shower
our planet with the
“Good News of Jesus
Christ” and to become
what we receive in
Eucharist.
Sister Nuala Dolan

“Cyber Apostle of the Eucharist”

Carlos was immersed together with his peers in a youth
culture of technology that encourages random self-interest
and self-satisfaction of human needs and wants. He used
social network to transmit a different set of values in the
search of youthful fulfilment. He says; “happiness is
looking towards God and sadness is looking only
towards oneself”. He generated a philosophy of hope and
conviction in the power and presence of Jesus through the
medium of social media. He is remembered for saying that,
“if we get in front of the sun we get suntans but when we
get in front of Jesus we become saints.” He was aware
that youth reach out in search of an antidote to the many
stresses and anxieties with which they are confronted. His
own lifestyle and values reflected a model of using time and
space to listen to the voice of God shaping him, head, heart

‘The window, inaugurated in May 2021 by Bishop
Domenico Cornacchia, depicts the 15-year-old Carlos
walking in jeans, sneakers, a red windbreaker and a
backpack. He smiles, and his expression shows joy and
approachability.’

‘Our planet, our common home, has ‘fallen into the hands of robbers who have stripped it’ of its assets,
and plundered it, ‘and have gone away, leaving it half dead’ (see Luke 10:30)’
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“Victor Bewley was like Vincent de Paul to me!”
Sister Anne O’Neill currently
ministers in the Virgo Potens Office,
Henrietta Street. At the heart of the
Daughters’ of Charity life is the
mission associated with the Blessed
Virgin Mary and her mission to
Saint Catherine Labouré.

In 1830, the Blessed Virgin Mary
appeared to Saint Catherine
Labouré three times as a novice and
gave her the task of having the
medal of the Immaculate Conception
struck. Hence, Sister Anne features
regularly in New Beginnings telling
of the work of the office and people’s
interest in the medal and devotion to
prayer. She works diligently daily to
promote the spread of what became
known by the people of the time, as
the miraculous medal (because of the
miracles associated with it). Sister
Anne who hails from Co Cork,
communicates with people nationally
and internationally through this
apostolate.
In a former stage of her life, Sister
Anne worked with the travelling
families and worked with Victor
Bewley (RIP) whose, second
biography, “Victor Bewley’s
Memoirs” was reprinted in 2020.

A= Sister Anne Neylon
A O’N = Sister Anne O’ Neill

A: Hi Anne, on hearing there was a
second edition of Victor Bewley’s
biography I thought of you and your
work with the members of the
travelling community. My memory
dates back to my early days in
community in Glenmaroon and you
travelling in the deep winter snow up
and down to Deralossary House. I
know you are still on the “Traveller
Families’ Care” Board of
Management. So, I thought you might
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be a good person to chat with about
this inspiring man, Victor Bewley.

A O’N: Thanks Anne. I am delighted
to tell my memories. Such a wonderful
person… Victor Bewley was like
Vincent de Paul to me. Mgr Fehily,
who also worked with the travellers
and a friend of Victor Bewley said of
him that, “Victor Bewley had a deep
Christian love and concern for anyone
in need or who lived any kind of
rejection.” My abiding memory of Mr
Bewley is his humility, charity and
simplicity. These virtues oozed from
him. He spoke with clarity and respect
about and with the members of the
travelling community, always
upholding human dignity whatever the
circumstance.
A: How did your involvement and
work begin with the travellers?

AO’N: The Health Board approached
Sister Pauline Lawlor, Provincial in
1983 to ask for a Sister to work with
the travellers. Mgr. Des Williams
(later Bishop Des Williams) already
worked with traveller boys. Sister
Pauline asked me to take on the
ministry. This was a new venture,
because I was living outside the
community in Deralossary House,
Roundwood. I was delighted to be part
of this initiative for nine years. There
was a great rapport between the
children and the staff working in
Deralossary, supported by the Health
Board and the collaborators like
Mgr. Fehily and Victor Bewley.

A: This was a successful collaborative
venture?

A O’N: Yes surely it was. Mgr. Fehily
(was also involved) and Bishop Des
Williams were of the same mind for
the travellers and I valued their respect
for the ethos and the culture of the
members of the travelling people. Mr
Bewley often invited me to his office
for coffee in Westmoreland Street to
speak about my work in Deralossary
House. The staff in Deralossary were
wonderful and caring people. When I
began the work, there was already a
house for boys in Newtownmountkennedy
of which Mgr. Des Williams was

director. The staff and I worked out of
the Lodge in Trudder House until
Deralossary was ready which took
some time to set up. It was autumn
1984 when Deralossary opened and the
girls in the Lodge moved up. And life
in Deralossary began. Sister Pauline
Lawlor thought it best that I stay on
with the community in Glenmaroon
and return there Saturday or Sunday
until the next weekend. Sister Patricia
McLaughlin was Sister Servant in
Glenmaroon and helped me in every
way possible. Yes, you are right about
the snow and the harsh winter.
A: How did you travel around for
your work?

A O’N: It was fairly rural so I drove
the mini bus for which I applied and
received from Nora Owen, Minister for
Education at the time. The community
also gave me the use of a car.

A: For some of the time you lived with
a local community of Daughters of
Charity while in this ministry?
A O’N: In 1986, the community rented
a house near Deans Grange from
September to January and the
Daughters who worked with travellers
lived there. We were a very close-knit
community and worked very hard to
live out our community as Daughters
of Charity in our varied work with the
travellers. This was a very happy time
in my life.

In 1987, the local community of Sisters
moved from Deans Grange to Old
Connaught Ave in Bray, Co Wicklow.
The Sisters engaged in their same
ministries with the travellers.
A: And what about Victor Bewley?
What was his role?

A O’N: In the 1960’s Victor Bewley
started the Dublin Committee for
Travelling People and he was secretary
for over twenty years. Then, he was
secretary of the National Council for
Travelling People and became it’s
chairperson. Victor Bewley was also a
member of the Board of Management
of “Traveller Families’ Care.” He was
totally devoted to the work with the
travellers and that showed in the good

We are squeezing the goods of the planet. Squeezing them, like an orange. ...
Today, not tomorrow, today, we have to take care of Creation with responsibility.1’
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and courageous work he did. He and his
wife lived on a farm in Brittas and he
was way ahead in terms of ecology. He
visited the house before the children
went to school. He sat at the table and
asked how everything was going. He
always brought a basket of eggs, brown
bread and gifts for the children. Mgr
Fehily remarked that he was “a man of
firsts.”
A: What do you mean by that Anne?

AO’N: Well “he was first to have a site
for travellers; first to establish a school
for children; first to employ a social
worker for travellers; first to provide a
home for those who needed help at a
special time.”
A: That is extraordinary Anne. When
did you leave Deralossary, Anne?

A O’N: I left in 1991. I’m glad to say
that Deralossary House now in 2021, is
still in use. In 1991, the Provincial
placed me in Shanliss Drive, Santry to
continue my ministry in the city. I loved
the work with the travellers and tried
my best for the wellbeing of the
traveller children. I had a great rapport
with the staff.
A: How did the Daughters of Charity
feel about this work you were involved
in?
AO’N: Sisters were happy that the
community had a ministry with the
travellers. I remember at a meeting in
Dunardagh someone asked how I
started the work. Initially, I set up a
children’s centre. It wasn’t a regular
centre because the staff and I had to
learn the culture of the travellers, the
children and the young people.
A: How did you learn that?

AO’N: Well simply by visiting families
in the halting sites and chatting with
them and listening to the stories of their
lives. I also learned much from Victor
Bewley. The children had their own
language. I was well received by the
travellers and I had to work hard at that.

A: It must have been difficult for you
not working within the services of the
Daughters of Charity at that time?

AO’N: Strangely enough, this was
quite an unsettled time in my life and in
this new work, I found it difficult to

find my niche. I recall an experience
that put everything into perspective for
me. One day Dom John Main (19261982) an Irish Benedictine monk, was
visiting Ireland for a Conference on
Christian Meditation and he stayed in
Glenmaroon. He recognised the need
for a simple method of meditation open
to all within the church. He found a
way in the Desert Tradition that
resonated with Jesus’ teaching on
contemplative prayer. He used the
mantra Marantha in the Christian
meditation. He was also a great friend
of Mgr. Fehily who worked with the
travellers and he too had an interest in
Christian meditation. I stayed in
Glenmaroon when he gave the
Conference. Sister Patricia asked me to
collect him from the airport for the
Conference. We chatted about work and
prayer in the car. I said to him,
“Somehow I don’t think I’m making
the grade as a Daughter of Charity.” He
asked me, “Do you go to Mass every
day? Do you read and listen to the
Scriptures?” He said, “You don’t have
to go into any other shop to be a
Daughter of Charity! No more books
are necessary. The MANTRA AND
SCRIPTURE will keep you going.”
A: Apart from Dom John Main, who
inspired you in your work with the
travelling community?

AO’N: Well, the Daughters worked
already with the travellers. They visited
the sites, they taught them and visited
them in their homes. Later, Sister
Bernadette MacMahon introduced the
adult travellers to the Voter Education
programme. Sister Catherine O’Driscoll
was an inspiration to me… because she
just got on with the work. She loved to
visit me in Deralossary and she loved
the travellers and they loved her.
Nothing was too great for her. The
travellers gave her a wonderful send off
at her funeral.

A: What about the involvement of the
Vincentians?

AO’N: The Vincentians were chaplains
to the travellers. The first Parish Priest
of the travellers was Fr Michael
McCullagh. He always inspired and
helped me in my work.

travellers and in collaboration with
your co-workers?

A O’N: Yes, I see the community gave
me a privileged position. St Vincent, St
Louise de Marillac and St Catherine
Labouré were delighted for me to do as
I did and am now doing in the Virgo
Potens office. Thank God the travellers
have come a long way since that time. I
found in my work with the travellers
and with the Virgo Potens now that I
am entirely dependent on the Blessed
Virgin Mary. That is why the first
beatitude is important to me…
A: I can hear why you say Victor
Bewley was like Vincent de Paul.

A O’N: I always loved to meet Victor
Bewley. He was like a breath of fresh
air. He is a great role model for
business today. I visited him in his later
years when he was in a nursing home,
belonging to the Quaker community in
Morehampton Road. At the time, I lived
in Seton House so it was near. It was
so lovely to visit him. He was always
so appreciative and grateful. When he
died on 19 May 1999, Mgr. Tom Fehily
and I went to the funeral. The Quakers
held the service for him. From the
eulogies, Victor Bewley came across as
a humble man of prayer, which
reflected his wonderful service to all.
Later on, Mgr. Fehily celebrated Mass
for him in St Michael’s Church, Dun
Laoghaire.
A: Is there a last word Anne? Thank
you so much for doing this.

A O’N: Yes, I would say buy his
biography and read about Victor
Bewley’s life of generous service with
love and compassion. People should
never forget the dedication and courage
of Victor Bewley. While Trinity College
honoured him with an Honorary Degree
“he would much
prefer to be
remembered
in the hearts of
Travellers”. So
said Mgr. Fehily.
A: Thanks Anne.
Ní bheidh a
leithéad ann arís.

A: Did you enjoy your time with the

‘The parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25–37) is not some story about goodness,
it is a parable about involvement. What sets the Samaritan apart is that he is someone who acts.
He sees, he has compassion, he acts, he gets involved.’
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‘Love Finds A Way’

This interview took place in The Fern
Dean during summer 2021, where
Sister Eileen resides. Sister Eileen
born in Rossnowlagh, Co Donegal
had one sister Vera now deceased.
Sister Vera was also a Daughter of
Charity. May Vera rest in peace.

Sister Anthony Linehan on a visit to
Sister Eileen in The Fern Dean

From here on, SA is Sister Anne and
SE is Sister Eileen.

SA: Thank you Sister Eileen for
engaging in this interview. It’s brilliant
that you share your memories with all
of us. We are grateful for the
preparation and valuable notes you
recorded. Let’s start at where you are
now in The Fern Dean.

SE: Oh yes, here in The Fern Dean, I
have time to think and believe God
shows me a way in a blessed time. I
have Mass every day on Radio Maria
and the TV. I receive Holy Communion
daily and that’s a great blessing. God is
so very good. I love the thought-filled
homilies. Sisters have been so good.
They visit and send beautiful cards and
gifts. Sister Nuala supplies me with
cuttings from Belfast newspapers and
the Northern news. ‘Caught on
Camera’ pictures provide me with a
great panorama of life. Here, I can
attend exercise classes twice a week
using equipment and two other days,
we exercise to music. The teacher is
lively and makes it all fun… it’s speedy
for the old folks!
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SA: I know you love art Eileen and
your fabulous pictures are on display
here in your room. Tell me about these
lovely works of art.

SE: I love the art lessons. This is a
painting of ‘Clonmacnoise’, a sacred
place. I like this one of ‘The Thrush’,
the colouring gives it a great effect.
‘Birds on a Branch’, that was my first
and I think it’s just ok but I like this
one ‘Bird Singing’. Look at this folder
here. There are lots more. You know, I
think every Sister should have a hobby!
The carers here in The Fern Dean invite
me to use my talents. I make posters
for various occasions. They provide the
material like paper and ‘the where
with’ to make pompoms, flowers etc. A
lady helps me and encourages me
saying ‘there is life in us all yet.’ You
can see I have precious pictures
belonging to Vera as well. .

SA: And so you have precious
pictures… ‘A Waterfall’, ‘House and
Flowers’, ‘Tulips’, ‘Cottages’, and the
‘Achill islands’. That’s a lovely
blessing Vera did using cross-stitch.
Just look at the detail in that pin
picture. Amazing! Vera was brilliant at
arts and crafts too.

SE: You know, I love mixing colours
and dabbing each picture with paints to
bring life. I like to make these boxes.
Thanks to Sister Veronica O’Rourke
who taught us skills in handwork in
Henrietta Street. This keeps me sane
and joyful. I need proper paper to make
the boxes, because the folding is
endless. One of my past-pupils brought
me paper and coloured pencils recently.
Take one or two of the boxes if you
would like them.

SA: Thank you Eileen, They are
magnificent. The box alone is a gift,
never mind what one would put inside
it.

SE: Sight is such a blessing. Eyes are
precious. The TV blurs now but I can
read the Morning and Evening Prayers
in the ‘Magnificat’. Sister Sheila kindly
supplies this. Again, love finds a way!

SA: The beginning of your vocation
journey… It is always good to hear
about a Sister’s early years in
formation. Everyone has a different
experience-some found it tough, and
some not so. How was it for you
Eileen?

SE: Well it’s a long time ago now.
Thank God, through my good life, I
lived in a number of houses and had a
variety of occupations. I am most
grateful for my life to date. I postulated
in the Sacred Heart Home, Drumcondra
and Vera postulated in Stillorgan. The
community closed both houses. I began
in the Seminary with my sister, Sister
Vera in 1952 in the Provincial House,
Dunardagh. In 1953, I went to the
motherhouse in Paris for my initial
formation. When I received the “holy
habit”, I returned to Mill Hill to stay in
the Orphanage and the Provincial told
me I would teach a class of boys the
following week! At the same time, the
Provincial sent Vera back to Ireland.
For the remainder of my life,
Provincials in the British and Irish
Provinces sent me to Salisbury, Bristol,
Belfast, Ballyfermot, Dunardagh and
Henrietta Street. After my time in the
Orphanage, I went to Coloma College,
Kent with three other sisters-Sisters
Louise O’Brien, Catherine Twomey
and Barbara Turner where I qualified as
a teacher. Teachers were obliged to
train in England in order to teach in
Northern Ireland.

SA: Can you tell me about your time in
Salisbury?

SE: Yes, this was some experience.
There were no mobile phones in those
days and communication was on a
monthly basis. St Osmund’s was the
only Catholic primary school for miles
and some children came long distances
every day by train and bus. I remember
a lovely boy that came from
Trowbridge for a Catholic education.
Some of these children’s Dads’ were in
the army. The children’s parents
dressed them up once a year as ‘saints’
to raise funds for the girls who stayed
in the Sisters’ house. Look at this
photograph of the children dressed up
as saints!

‘For Jesus, he is the model of our response to the world:
he becomes involved in the situation in which he finds himself.’
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SA: They are fabulous. The children
had great fun doing that! I see you were
in Bristol after Salisbury.

SE: Yes, I was there for just one year
and it was so very poor. The house was
near the port and there were students of
many nationalities. Some families,
which could be up to 10 or more, lived
in one room. Teaching there was
difficult and the children loved to get
out to the schoolyard to release all the
pent up energy. Then the Provincial
asked me would I like to go back to
Ireland. I was also in other places for
one year when I retired from teaching. I
spent a year in Ballyfermot while my
sister Vera was in Clonsilla. Then Vera
was sick and very kindly, the Provincial
sent us both to Henrietta Street. As
sisters, we were very close all through
our community life.

SA: I see you lived Sister Eileen in a
community house in Belfast. You were
in Clonard. You still have some lovely
photographs of your time there and
indeed some very precious memories.

SE: I met some great people in Belfast
because I was so long there. In fact, a
past pupil called Paddy Blaney heard
that I had moved to The Fern Dean and
she came from Belfast to visit me. Her
kindness touched my heart that day
when I saw her.

SA: I think Belfast was an interesting
experience for you Sister Eileen.

SE: Yes. The Sisters lived just across
the street from Clonard Monastery.
Behind the Monastery was Bombay
Street where the troubles began.
Everyone trusted the sisters. The British
army arrived and parked in Clonard car
park. There were no facilities
whatsoever. The Sisters invited the
soldiers over to the house and fed them
and they left their guns inside the door.
Sister Clare Forde (RIP) looked after
the girls’ hostel. Around 6.30 a.m. every
morning before Mass, big-hearted Clare
brought in a group on duty for tea and
toast. Later, Clare and I attended the
wedding of one of the girls who married
a soldier. School continued. Gathering
around my desk in Dunlewey Street
daily, I listened to the children’s’
troubles from the night before-“the
army searched our house last night”,
“my brother was taken away for
questioning.” I listened. A story I

remember so well was from Anne, ten
or eleven years old said, ‘Mammy told
me to take my three sisters into the
bathroom and lock the door if they
heard shots.’ That night her Daddy was
shot. My ministry in Belfast ended in
1990.

SA:I’m sure life was difficult here
during Covid times when you couldn’t
have visitors.

SE: It was so difficult for sons and
daughters who could not visit their
loved ones, but it is amazing how ‘love
finds a Way’. People here used mobile
phones and all kinds of technological
devices to keep in touch with their
families. I often heard sons and
daughters outside the windows
consoling their parents. It was very
difficult for me not to receive Holy
Communion. So ‘love found its way’
again using creative means! A very
good companion did this for me and
what a loving deed it was. I reflect on
the many ways God communicates with
us. Even as sisters in the seminary when
life was so tough and silence was the
rule, Vera and I found ways of
communicating with each other. Vera
and I began our community life
together and God brought us together
again in the end. People are very good
to visit me here. Sister Nuala met a past
pupil of mine in Belfast, Anne Spence.
She came to me and brought a beautiful
embroidered cloth as a remembrance of
the embroidery I taught in school. It is
now under the tabernacle in the Chapel.

SA: What’s most needed in the world
today Sister Eileen?

SE: Gentleness is most important;
whether it is closing a door or in our
relationships. I remember Carrie, a
Dominican Tertiary. Carrie lived on the
Falls Road in Belfast, opposite the
Hospital and just beside the
Dominicans. As a small child, rejected
by her mother, Jesus came to her, talked
to her, played with her and consoled her
by his presence. She received “the
message of Divine Humanity”. Jesus
spoke to Carrie and she wrote down all
Jesus revealed to her. Fr Gabriel Harty
OP (RIP) gathered these writings and
edited them in a book, ‘Love Before my
Face’ published in 1983. Carrie ‘has a
special message for those called to the
celibate way of loving.’ Fr Gabriel used
Carrie’s inspirations and thoughts to

‘Our world is being plundered; we cannot walk away leaving it half dead.’

compile ‘The Healing Light of the
Rosary’ which I now pray each day.

SA: That sounds like a very interesting
book. Today, Pope Francis speaks
about religious with long gloomy faces.
What other memories have you from
your time in Belfast Eileen?

SE: I remember vividly the
‘Cornerstone Community’. This group
was a “small group of Protestant and
Catholic Christians from the West
Belfast area, who came together to be a
sign of hope in a divided community.”
My first encounter with the Cornerstone
Community was when Sister Agnes
McKenna (RIP), who was a member of
the group asked me to drive her to the
meeting one night. I continued to go
there with her but when she left Belfast,
I stopped going. I have a copy of the
newsletter ‘Cornerstone Contact’ from
1989, which you can read.

SA: Thanks Eileen. You were in St
Vincent’s School in Belfast teaching for
some time.

SE: Yes, the Bishop of the Diocese way
back, invited the Sisters to come and
teach the ‘half timers’ in St Vincent’s
School. These children spent hours at
work in the factory before coming to
school in the morning. The girls were
so tired that they fell asleep. There were
two sisters in the school initially, Sister
Vincent and Sister Louise, both
deceased. Sister Louise loved a trip to
Dublin and she loved to visit her sister
in Donegal. I had only learned to drive
when she asked me to take her there.
She was brave to trust me! I really
learned to drive so I could go home to
see my parents. I came from Bristol to
Belfast. The people had great regard for
the Sisters and they always helped the
parents to dress the children as Sister
Louise O’Kane (RIP) said, “from the
skin out” when they were due to receive
First Holy Communion. The school
closed when the government built a
new school.

SA: Who was living in the community
house with you Eileen?

SE: I remember Sisters Genevieve, Ita,
Angela, Declan (now Nuala), Louise,
Mary, Josephine, Aloysius, Vincent,
Ursula, Agnes McKenna. Sister
Dympna transformed Ballymurphy,
another community house introducing
flowers on the windowsills. All are
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deceased but one or two. Sister
Genevieve lifted the Falls Road. The
Brownies wore their uniform and she
taught them the value of respect. They
received a wonderful education and got
very good jobs on leaving school and
College. A lady cooked for us and she
was very vigilant about the comings
and goings in the house. We kept our
daily schedule of prayer, Mass, meals
etc. We had Mass at 7.00 a.m. in the
house. I was sacristan for a while which
also meant welcoming the priest for
Mass, before I went to school. The
priests came over from Clonard
Monastery for us and we were always
grateful. A priest invited me to
dramatise the Gospel with the children
to make the Mass more meaningful on
Sundays and big feast days like the
Annunciation. I remember it well. I
still have a photo. The parish and the
school worked together and that brought
the parents to Mass. At Christmas, a
group of children accompanied the choir
with guitars and violins.
SA: Is there any other gem you would
like to add about Belfast, Eileen?

SE: Yes, I would like to acknowledge
the help of the Sisters of Mercy who
helped us out during the troubled times
in Belfast. They offered beds to our
older Sisters who could not easily move
in an emergency. Another community in
Co Clare offered a holiday to 20
children to give them a break at that
time. What a good time they had-horseriding, swimming, music every day and
wonderful meals. The children
experienced something new as they
travelled down on the train. I can still
feel the joy in my heart…

SA: You and Sister Vera, Eileen had a
great gift of art.

SE: Yes, Vera was very gifted. I
actually learned art when I was teaching
art to the children. Children often said
to me, ‘What will I paint?’ ‘I can’t
paint.’ I showed them how to mix
colours. They came to love art and
couldn’t believe what they could do. We
displayed the art on the wall and they
always admired the colours they chose.
Vera was very gifted. She went from
Dunmanway to the Navan Road where
she taught the children to do crossstitch. A teacher there did Celtic
lettering and Vera transferred that onto
the material. They made lovely gifts for
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weddings etc. Vera and I got on really
well together. When Vera died,
everything changed for me. She sent me
a message. On a table in her room, there
were cards and messages and one card
read, “Grow where you are planted.”
And I did. It was a message direct from
a loving God.
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May your work never weary you,
May it release within you wellsprings of
refreshment, inspiration and excitement,
May you be present in what you do.”

SA: Sister Eileen you spoke earlier
about two talks you had on cassettes
that were very helpful and meaningful
to you for prayer. Will you tell me about
them?

SE: Not alone, will I tell you but I will
give them to you and see what you
think of them yourself. These talks
helped me greatly in living community
life. They are talks presented by Fr.
Jack Mc Ardle ss.cc. The title of one is
“Open Every Door to Him- Allowing
Jesus Do What He Came to do.” The
other talk I recorded at a seminar. I use
them for prayer, reflection and
meditation.

‘A faithful friend is a sure shelter, whoever
finds one has found a rare treasure.’
‘Whoever fears the Lord makes true friends,
for as a man is, so is his friend’.
(Ecclesiasticus 6:5-6, 14-17)

SA: Thanks Eileen. I look forward to
listening to them. Well, as is said in St
John’s Gospel (John 21:25), no book
could hold all that needs to be said by
you Eileen. So thank you so much and I
know everyone will appreciate your
story…I have learned much from your
goodness. It is wonderful that God
continues to bless your health and your
prayer to continue your mission as a
Daughter of Charity of St Vincent de
Paul to live your vocation “given to God,
in community for the service of the poor.”
The following prayer of blessing by
John O’ Donohue done in cross stitch
by Sister Vera is a prayer that Sister
Eileen prays each day.

A Blessing

“May the light of your soul guide you,
May the light of your soul
bless the work you do.
With the secret love and the warmth of
your heart
may you see in what you do
the beauty of your own soul.
May the sacredness of your work bring
healing,
May you see in what God does
the beauty of your own soul.
May the sacredness of your own work
bring healing light,
and renewal to those who work with
you and to those who receive and see
your work.

‘Little boxes…there’s a pink one and a
green and a blue one and a yellow one…’

‘A faithful friend is something beyond price,
there is no measuring his worth. A faithful
friend is the elixir of life…’(Ecclesiasticus
6:5-6, 14-17)

‘In our age “we are confronted with two interconnected crises: the coronavirus
pandemic and the ecological crisis. Both require urgent action, but they also
require a sense of purpose which comes from a clear vision.”’2
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Knock bids farewell to “kind,
humble and gracious” Sister.

This article first appeared in the Western People on 6
April 2021. Sister Carmel Ryan, sister servant of Knock
sent this to print in New Beginnings.

Helping women through the troubles, she helped them to
knit, cook, and budget their finances as well improving their
self-confidence. She also set up a thrift shop where women
could get bargains.
The Sisters also acquired a number of mobile homes along
the sea which families could rent in the summer months
when they couldn’t afford to go elsewhere.

In 1996, Sister Magdalen arrived in Knock as the leader of
the local community and ran St Mary’s Pilgrims’ Hostel.
She continued to be heavily involved until the Sisters
withdrew from the hostel and it was transferred to the
Shrine a few years ago.

‘The funeral Mass for Sr Magdalen O’ Neill (Bride), leader
at St Mary’s Pilgrims’ Hostel in Knock since the late 1990s,
was celebrated in the village yesterday (Monday) afternoon.
Those who worked with Sister Magdalen spoke of “fond
memories” and her “kindness” as they sent messages of
condolences to the Daughters of Charity and her family
over the weekend.

“Always smiling” and a treat to deal with” one said, while
another remarked: “Her gentleness and kindness will be
long remembered by those who had the privilege to know
her.”

A third person commented: “She was such an exceptionally
kind, humble, and gracious person. May she reap the
reward now of a life well-lived.”
Bride O’Neill, late of Enniscorthy and Portlaoise, applied
to enter religious life in June 1947 and was so happy to
receive a letter of acceptance in July of that year that she
forgot to reply to it! It was the post-War era and travel was
restricted so unlike the majority of Sisters, she didn’t get to
travel overseas.

Instead, she worked with children’s services in Stillorgan
and then at St Vincent’s Hospital in Fairview where she was
known for her “great sense of devilment” and often rescued
young nurses when they got into trouble with the powers
that be.

Since January 2017, when the Sisters moved to a smaller
house in the village, she enjoyed having quality time for
spiritual activities and remained as active as she could.

Her fellow Sisters described her as a “people’s person”
who was “blessed with a warm personality and a genuine
interest in people.”
“She was totally given to the
service of others. She brought
great kindness and generosity of
spirit to every area she worked
in.”

Sister Magdalen, the eldest of five,
is predeceased by her parents
Jeremiah and Mary, brother Tim
and sister (Maureen Farrell) and
is survived by her siblings Joe
(Portarlington) and Nora Ward
(Ballinasloe), nieces, nephews,
Daughters of Charity, extended
family and many friends in
Dublin, Drogheda, Belfast and
Knock.’

‘Golden Rose, Queen of
Ireland’

From there, Sister Magdalen was posted to a Dublin city
centre facility for troubled teenage boys’ before moving to
Drogheda where she cared for adolescent boys.

She was the first sister to employ male childcare workers.

In the late 70s Sister Magdalen undertook a residential
childcare course before moving to Belfast. She was based in
a local authority house and was leader of the local
community of Sisters for 12 years.

The Apparition Chapel, International Marian Shrine, Knock,
Co Mayo

‘In this pastoral letter, I wish to reflect further on this theme so that we may enter our faith more deeply, respond more actively to the situation in which we find ourselves,
and live our God-given lives more vibrantly. I do so in a spirit of engagement and dialogue, taking to heart what the Second Vatican Council said when – sixty
years ago – it exhorted: “We must recognise and understand the world in which we live, its vision of itself, its longings, and its often dramatic characteristics.”’3
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Congratulations Sister Margaret Cashman on
your retirement from Saint Francis’ Hospice.

New Beginnings

In January 2021, St Francis’ Hospice
Dublin saw the end of an era with
Sister Margaret Cashman’s retirement
after 21 years of service. During this
time, Sister Margaret was an
inspiration to all. She provided
compassionate, values-based
leadership and was dedicated to the
promotion of the ethos and values of
the Hospice.

During Sister Margaret’s tenure, the
service expanded from one which
cared for 720 individuals and their
families in the year 2000 to one which
looked after nearly 1,800 patients and
families in 2020. Throughout this
growth, and the expansion from one
hospice campus to two sites, Sister
Margaret helped to ensure that the
special ethos and unique culture of
St Francis’ Hospice was preserved.

Sister Margaret was known by all for
her daily walkabouts and her genuine
interest in all the people she met:
patients and their families as well as
staff and volunteers. She truly has been
a leader, manager, visionary, mentor
and friend to all in St Francis’ Hospice
over many years.

In the words of CEO, Fintan Fagan,
“I believe that Sister Margaret’s
success in her role can be attributed to
three precious things which she holds
dear. The first is being present with
people; the second is kindness and the
third is humanity, which ensures that
she always puts others before herself.
We all have learned from Sister
Margaret that by being present you can
understand and empathise; by being
kind you can be supportive and by
showing humanity you can become a
leader of people.”

Farewell celebrations

In these times of social distancing, the
usual large gathering of the hospice
community for such significant
occasions was not possible, and
alternative plans were made for an
online celebration. A secret working
group met for weeks in advance to plan
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a fun, poignant and memorable socially
distanced ceremony for Sister
Margaret.
On the 21st January 2021, the
celebration took place on Zoom, with
people attending from near and far.
More than 200 staff and volunteers,
along with Sister Margaret’s family
and members of the Daughters of
Charity community, logged in to share
memories and pay tribute to Sister
Margaret. There were videos and
recorded messages from former
colleagues and guest celebrities
(including a certain rugby player!),
photographs from throughout Sister
Margaret’s time in the Hospice, and
many kind and thoughtful messages
from colleagues in all departments
throughout the Hospice.

Sister Margaret said in her response,
“Never once during my years did I not
want to come into work. I think you all
know how much I enjoy being here.
And the biggest loss for me during
Covid was not visiting with patients
and meeting families.
They taught me about life
and about death. I would
like to thank each of you
for always treating me
with respect and kindness.
And each of you brought a
smile and joy to my life.”

A week later, another
online gathering enabled
colleagues, family and
friends of Sister Margaret
to join in remotely to a
special mass in
thanksgiving for all she
had contributed to St
Francis’ Hospice. Two of
her Capuchin colleagues
and friends, Br Michael
Duffy and Br Eustace
McSweeney, celebrated
the Mass.

Gratitude

All in St Francis’ Hospice

Dublin would like to express our
deepest gratitude to Sister Margaret for
her friendship, kindness, compassion,
values-based leadership, and boundless
energy as she steered the Hospice
through many times of challenge and
growth over the last 21 years. We wish
her good health, continued fulfilment,
and some well-earned enjoyment in her
retirement.
Donna Reddy

Sister Margaret Cashman DC

Br Michael Duffy OFM, Sister Margaret Cashman DC and
Br Eustace McSweeney OFM

Mr Dermot McCarthy, Chair of St Francis’ Hospice,
Sister Margaret Cashman DC, Mr Fintan Fagan, CEO,
St Francis’ Hospice, Sister Goretti Butler DC, Provincial
Daughters of Charity, Ms Martina O’Dowd, Nurse Manager,
St Francis’ Hospice Day Care

‘According to the most recent and very sobering UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
report, climate change is rapid, extensive, and intensifying.’
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A personal reflection
from Mícheál

I was gently persuaded to reflect on
Sister Margaret Cashman’s retirement
in January 2021 and truth be told I am
delighted to be given this opportunity.
I have been a volunteer in the
inpatient unit at St Francis’ Hospice in
Blanchardstown for almost six years
now. Before this, I was involved in
various fundraising initiatives for St
Francis’ Hospice, so, I knew of Sister
Margaret for many years, even before
I became a volunteer. It was then that
I got to know her very well on a more
personal level. What can I say and
share about Sister Margaret from my
role as a volunteer at St Francis’
Hospice?
On reflection, before writing for New
Beginnings and encapsulating
thoughts on Sister Margaret, I
remembered my favourite words from
the African American poet and civil
rights activist, Maya Angelou,
“People may not remember exactly
what you did or what you said, but
they will always remember how you
made them feel.” I think these words
pretty much paint an accurate picture
of Sister Margaret. Over the years
through the many highs and lows I
encountered at St Francis’ Hospice,
she has always shown her deep
appreciation for everything the group
of volunteers do for the staff, the
patients and their families.

In his remarks on Sister Margaret’s
retirement, the CEO of St Francis’
Hospice, Fintan Fagan said “I believe
Sister Margaret’s success in her role
can be attributed to three precious
things which she holds dear: being
present with people, kindness and
humanity”. These values speak to the
heart of all that Sister Margaret says
and does.

On a weekly basis over the years, I
witnessed her presence with people;
the staff, the patients and their
families and her presence to us as
volunteers. She always showed
kindness to everyone whether a kind
word or even a joke. Sister Margaret
never failed to ask us volunteers about
our health and wellbeing and always
asked about our families and friends
with interest. Her deep sense of
humanity and compassion was alive,
checking to see if there was happiness
within, apart from our role as
volunteers.

Sister Margaret your retirement is
well earned and your work deserving
of reward. That includes rest and
relaxation and never forget in the
years ahead, retirement is the time for
you to enjoy all the things that you
never had the time to do when you
were working.
Enjoy, Sister Margaret and continued
fulfilment and good health in your
life!! I am sure that your retirement
will be the “new beginnings” of
something wonderful.

Mícheál Kilcrann
Inpatient Unit Volunteer.
St Francis’ Hospice, Blanchardstown

Saying “no” to Sister Margaret when
she made a special request was not an
option, she coaxed and sometimes
maybe even bribed and promptly
reminded “you will be remembered in
my prayers!” How could you say ‘no’
to that?

C.S Lewis once said, “You are never
too old to set another goal or to dream
a new dream.” I sincerely hope Sister
Margaret will have time to dream new
dreams and set new goals in the
coming months and years.

Sister Margaret Cashman and
Mícheál Kilcrann

THE LONG SERVICE VOLUNTEER AWARD

The Long Service Volunteer Award
Ceremony took place in St Francis’
Hospice, Blanchardstown on 4 October
2021. Mícheál Kilcrann received an award
as volunteer.
Barbara Kilbride, Volunteer Services
Co-ordinator, St Francis’ Hospice,
Fintan Fagan, CEO, St Francis’ Hospice
and Mícheál Kilcrann, recipient of an
Award at St Francis’ Hospice,
Blanchardstown.

‘The climate catastrophe is causing major climate disruption, which in many instances is irreversible.’4
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‘Ministry is an Adventure.’

Call and Action

I was on an online retreat recently and
one of the scripture passages that was
shared with us was from Romans
10:14-17, which speaks about calling
to the ministry and the action that must
come about from this calling.
St Paul writes:

“How are they to believe in one whom
they have never heard? And how are
they to hear without someone to
proclaim him? And how are they to
proclaim him unless they are sent?”

These words seem to speak very
clearly to our contemporary challenges
as Church. St Francis of Assisi wrote
that in preaching we should use words
if necessary. There was never a time
when the example of a good Christian
life was more needed in order to
inspire others. We can underestimate
the value of our example and kindness
to others ever before we open our
mouths!
St Paul continues, “Faith comes from
what is heard and what is heard comes
through the word of Christ” (Romans
10:17).

About Mission

When speaking about mission, St John
Bosco, founder of the Salesians of Don
Bosco (SDB), said: “Never say ‘it’s not
my turn’ but rather ‘I’m going’!” I
think there may always be a good
reason not to do something, not to
accept a challenge. But here St John
Bosco is encouraging us to be generous
and courageous. We may not be
talking about a radical change in our
lifestyle or a move to another country,
but it may just be that we see a gap
somewhere and realise that we can fill
it.

Summertime is when many sisters,
priests, deacons, pastoral workers and
catechists receive new missions from
their Bishop or they may be asked to
continue an existing mission with
fewer resources. Also, in parishes,
women and men will be invited to take
on new ministries as we slowly return
to a more familiar rhythm of parish
life.
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New people have come forward to
assist in our parishes with, for
example, cleaning and sanitising our
church buildings. This is very
important work and is greatly
appreciated. Perhaps some of these
generous volunteers might consider
other ministries in the future such as a
ministry of welcome, reading or
becoming a Eucharistic Minister?

Gerard Reilly and his wife Beatrice

The role of the laity

The newly appointed Archbishop of
Dublin, Dermot Farrell, recently
reminded us that one of the great
blessings of Pope Francis’ ministry has
been a renewed appreciation of the role
of laity. He said “in our parishes
today, through those involved in Parish
Councils, Finance Committees, Liturgy
groups, Ministers of the Word and
Sacrament, and those in so many
voluntary roles, the Holy Spirit
continues to pour out gifts for the
arrival of God’s Kingdom. The
challenge is to live out our Baptism, to
appeal to younger generations, rather
than exhausting ourselves in the
attempt to preserve structures inherited
from another time, which no longer
meet the needs of faith communities
today.” (Ballyroan, 25-4-2021,).

It is timely to reflect on our own
mission and ministry as we all have
one. Saint John Henry Newman said
that we are led to think that we ought

to be useful on a large scale and to
move away from our usual “line of
life”. But he tells us that this should
not be the case. “We need not give up
our usual manner of life, in order to
serve God” and “that the most humble
and quietest station is acceptable to
Him, if improved duly.” There are
many things to do.

Newman also wrote about the vocation
of Saint Matthias who was elected by
the remaining eleven apostles to
replace Judas. He said:

“We take the place of others who have
gone before, as Matthias did; filling up
the ranks of soldiers, some of whom,
indeed, have fought a good fight, but
many of whom in every age have made
void their calling. Many are called, few
are chosen.”

These words speak as powerfully today
as when written in the 19th century. We
stand in the places of those who
inspired and encouraged us in the
ministry over the years, people who
give us the confidence to bring the
Good News to the people of our times.
This is our response to the great
missionary call of Jesus in Matthew 28
to “Go make disciples of all nations.”

Pope Francis and the ministry of
catechist
Pope Francis wrote a book called “Let
Us Dream – the path to a better
future.” He offers advice for the road
ahead. He says:

“Let yourself be pulled along, shaken
up, challenged. Maybe it will be
through something you’ve read in this
book, maybe through a group of people
you’ve heard about on the news or that
you know about in your
neighbourhood. Perhaps it will be a
local elderly people’s home or refugee
hospitality centre or ecological
regeneration project that is calling
you. Or maybe people who are closer
to home that need you.”
“When you feel the twitch, stop and
pray. Read the Gospel or just create
space inside yourself to listen. Open
yourself, de-centre, transcend. And
then act. Call, go visit, offer your
service. Say you’d like to be part of a
different world and you thought this
might be a good place to start.”

‘This pastoral letter is not an attempt to replace either what scientists, civic
leaders or various climate movements are saying. Neither does it seek to displace
the appropriate leadership which is their responsibility.’
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Pope Francis recently established the
ministry of catechist which is open to
women and men. This offers great
possibilities. He wrote:
“In the context of evangelisation in
the contemporary world and in the
face of “the rise of a globalised
culture,” it is necessary to recognise
“those lay men and women who feel
called by virtue of their baptism to
cooperate in the work of catechesis.”
(11-5-2021).

The new ministry has ancient origins,
going back to the New Testament. It
is mentioned in the Gospel of Luke
and in St Paul’s Letters to the
Corinthians and Galatians.
Pope Francis continues:

“The history of evangelization over
the past two millennia clearly shows
the effectiveness of the mission of
catechists who have devoted their
lives to catechetical instruction so that
the faith might be an effective support
for the life of every human being.”
Pope Francis concludes his remarks
with these comments:

“Receiving the lay ministry of
catechist will emphasize even more
the missionary commitment proper to
every baptized person.”

It’s often said that there is an urgency
about proclaiming the Gospel. Jesus
kept moving from place to place. If
he was not made welcome, he went to
another village. He was prepared to
reach out to people in different
circumstances such as the encounter
with the Samaritan woman at the well
(Jn 4:4-42). And, as is recorded in the
Acts of the Apostles, Philip baptised
the Egyptian treasurer while he was
on a journey (Acts 8:26-40).
It’s good for a Minister to go and for
the people to whom they are sent to
hear the word from them in a fresh
way. As a priest told me recently,
‘ministry is an adventure’. Let us all
set out on this new journey together.

Turning a new page

I think there is a sense in which we
are all turning a new page as we
return to ministry over the coming
months. Some of us may have a
calling to minister in a new context or

in a different parish or to work with a
new group of people. Our
Confirmation and First Holy
Communion services are taking place
at a later time this year and the
candidates need the support of our
parish communities.

It’s a time for apostolic courage as we
begin again as church after the
challenges of recent times. Let us pray
that the Holy Spirit will guide us as
we seek to share the word of God and
may we be open to a new calling and
a different direction on our journey of
faith. We can only do so by working
collaboratively, sharing our talents for
the good of the church. As Pope
Benedict XVI said, the laity and
clergy are “co-responsible” for
sharing the good news. It’s a task we
take on together. Our mission is to
reach out beyond our comfort zones
and to connect to those who, as St
Paul said, may never hear the word of
God unless we bring it to them
ourselves.

Gerard Reilly
Permanent Deacon in the
Archdiocese of Dublin

St Finnian (470-549) and St Colmcille (521-597)
St Finnian of Clonard

In the early decades of the sixth century AD, around 515,
a monastery was founded in what is now Co. Meath at
Clonard, then part of the Kingdom of Leinster. This
monastery became one of the most important religious
foundations in Irish history, because here lay the
foundations for a major civilisation. St Finnian, founder of
Clonard is described as ‘the Master of the Saints’. St
Finnian was born on the slopes of Mount Leinster in Co.
Carlow, in a town land called Myshall. His father, Rudaigh
was an Ulster noble and his mother was Telach of
Leinster.

According to the late Cardinal Tomás Ó Fiaich, a sixth
century Irish monastery was much closer in appearance to
the monastic settlements of the Nile valley. Finnian and
his monks constructed individual huts or cells made of
wood or wattle where they lived. The monastic buildings
included a church built of timber, with a stone altar, a
rectory and a kitchen, a library and scriptorium and
probably a workshop and forge. Finnian and his monks
lived lives of considerable austerity and rose during the
night to pray.

Under Finnian’s influence, the Irish Church was governed
along monastic lines, rather than under the rule of a
Bishop. Finnian was an Abbot as well as a Bishop, and he
lived the order of day including work and study like the
rest of the monks. It is believed that twelve famous
Bishops were educated in Clonard namely, St Ciaran of
Offaly, St Ciaran of Clonmacnoise, St Colmcille of Iona,
St Brendan the Navigator, St Brendan of Birr, St Colum of
Terryglass, St Molaise of Devenish, St Cainnech of
Aghaboe, St Ruadhan of Lorrha, St Mobhi of Glasnevin,
St Suinell of Cleenish and St Ninnad of Inishmacsaint.

St Colmcille of Iona

Colmcille of Iona was a significant graduate of Clonard.
St Colmcille is one of the three patron saints of Ireland,
along with St Patrick and St Brigid. Colmcille was born in
Gartan in Co. Donegal. His father was Feidhlimidh. His
great grandfather was Niall Naoi nGiallach who brought
St Patrick as a slave to Ireland and gave his name to the Uí
Neill. His mother was Eithne, a princess from Leinster
where Christianity was well established. Colmcille was
ordained a priest in 546 and his first monastic foundation

‘Consequently, the importance of the forthcoming UN Climate Change Conference of the Parties (COP26),
which will take place in Glasgow from 31 October to 12 November 2021, is to be noted.’
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situated in the Dal Riada territory- an extension of Gaelic
Ulster. Dal Riada helped create the Gaelic speaking
territory which three hundred years later became the
kingdom of Scotland. Two centuries after St Colmcille’s
death, work began at Iona on a new illustrated gospel
book. The Viking raids caused the monks to flee Iona.
They went to a new monastic foundation, the monastery of
Kells, where the book of Kells was completed around 806.

In 563, Colmcille left Ireland to settle on the island of Iona
off the southwest corner of Mull, off Scotland. He
remained in Scotland for the remaining 34 years. At the
monastic settlement in Iona, he built up a large community
devoted to prayer, study, and physical work. It became a
place of learning with coyping and illumination of
manuscripts like the Book of Kells.

St Colmcille, St Brigid, St Patrick-three patron saints of Ireland.
Image from google.ie

was close to his home territory in Derry. His other
foundation in Ireland was at Durrow in Co. Laois.

He founded the monasteries of Derry and Durrow before
moving to Scotland where he founded one of the famous
monasteries in Western Europe, Iona. The monastery in
Durrow is most important for one of the greatest treasures
of Irish Christianity, the illuminated manuscript, the Book
of Durrow produced there, around the year 700. Both
Finnian and Colmcille were dead by 700. The Book of
Durrow came from a long line of literary learning in
Clonard absorbed by Finnian and by his teachers and
pupils.

Glencolmcille, pilgrimage site

Glencolmcille in southwest Donegal is one of the many
pilgrimage sites associated with St Colmcille and it
survives to the present day. It is not clear how far back the
tradition goes. The turas (journey) should be made on the
saint’s feast day, the 9 June. There are 15 or so stations
stretched out over 5kms at which appropriate tasks must
be performed or prayers recited. These stations represent
the sites of some of the incidents of the saint’s life as
recounted in medieval literature. They include a variety of
features- cross slabs, cairns of stone, small enclosures, a
ruined building, a well and a Neolithic court tomb.
Towards the end of his life, Colmcille spent his time
transcribing books and writing poetry. He died on the 9
June in 597.

Caroline Teehan

It is said that Finnian owned a beautiful book
of Psalms and Colmcille secretly copied this
book. When Finnian discovered this, he
asked Colmcille to return the book and the
copy. Colmcille refused so he was taken to
court to the High King of Ireland. The High
King of Ireland said, “To every cow her calf,
and to every book a copy”. Finnian won the
case and Colmcille returned the book and the
copy. The book was called the Cathach or the
Psalter of St Columba. The main text is
written in Latin, as were all holy books of
the period. St Colmcille’s and St Finnian’s
disagreement over the first ever case of
copyright infringement escalated rapidly.

A new stage of Irish
monasticism

Iona marked the start of a new stage in Irish
monasticism and its civilisation. The work of
evangelising pagan Europe began. Iona was
41
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‘Such conferences and their common agreements are vital raising public awareness and
creating political momentum in the face of the climate catastrophe.’
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“The Eucharist is the Sacrament of Love.”
St Thomas Aquinas.

‘Take and eat. This is my Body,
given for you.’

“The Eucharist is at the heart of
‘Christian initiation’, together with
Baptism and Confirmation, and it
constitutes the source of the Church’s
life itself. From this Sacrament of
Love, in fact, flows every authentic
journey of faith, of communion, and
of witness.” (Pope Francis, General
Audience, 5 Feb 2014).
First Communion is an important rite
of passage in a young person’s
spiritual life, a special moment when
they receive Jesus into their souls for
the first time. First Communion for
children traditionally takes place
during the Easter season. The
ceremony, which is held during Mass
is a unique celebration for the child
with family, friends and the parish
community.

The Communion Class of 2020/2021
had a much different experience,
where schools and Churches had to
close and with the uncertainty around
Covid-19, children and families were
not sure, when this important
milestone would take place.

Later, with the easing of restrictions
and opening of Churches, many
parishes and schools worked
collaboratively in safe and creative
ways for the celebration of First
Communion. Was your child or a
member of your family due to make
their First Communion? Maybe you
are a teacher or a pastoral worker in
the Parish. It is likely there were many
emotions and even a sense of loss.
While all have to deal with this
pandemic, and what is happening
around us let us think about why we
receive Communion. The Sacrament
of Holy Communion is the pinnacle of
our sacramental life where children

receive for the very first time the
body, blood, soul, and divinity of their
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
Through the Holy Eucharist, the
“Blessed Sacrament,” Jesus comes to
dwell in their hearts in the most real
and personal way imaginable.

Receiving Communion is a very
beautiful, personal, and intimate
encounter with Jesus. We should not
take it for granted! What makes it so
special the first time is the same thing
that makes it special every time!
Many families choose to celebrate this
momentous and sacred occasion with
a separate celebration involving food
and festivities. It is a very special day
indeed, and one worthy of
celebration!
I invite you to reflect on some ways to
prepare for this occasion as you
accompany your child in faith:
• Create a Communion preparation
Diary for the child
• Create a prayer space in your home
• Pray with the child, Grace before/
after meals and Morning
Prayer/Night Prayer and Prayer to
the Guardian Angel
• Attend weekly Mass where
possible and try out some of the
many Masses around the world
online.

One way to help an understanding of
receiving the Body of Christ for the
first time is to concentrate on three
moments: Preparation, Welcome and
Thanksgiving.

These moments are summed up in the
prayers which the child recites before
and after Holy Communion not just
when receiving for the first time but
for each time.

Lord Jesus, friend of children,
come to me.
Lord Jesus, you are my Lord
and my God.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Prayers after Holy Communion
Lord Jesus, I love and adore you.
You’re a special friend to me.
Welcome, Lord Jesus, O welcome,
thank you for coming to me.

Thank you, Lord Jesus, O thank you
for giving yourself to me.
Make me strong to show your love
wherever I may be.
Be near me, Lord Jesus,
I ask you to stay
close by me forever and love me,
I pray.
Bless all of us children
in your loving care
And bring us to heaven to live with
you there.
I’m ready now, Lord Jesus
To show how much I care.
I’m ready now to give your love
at home and everywhere. Amen.

First Communion is a holy and
momentous occasion for the child,
family and friends. Simply sharing in
the moment is the best gift you can
give. If you’re wondering about what
kinds of gifts are appropriate to
celebrate such a meaningful
Sacrament, there are many gift ideas
for children, including a Bible on their
First Communion day.

Pamela McLoughlin

Prayers before Holy Communion
Lord Jesus, come to me
Lord Jesus, give me your love.
Lord Jesus, come to me and give me
yourself.

‘This pastoral letter seeks to engage a further dimension, and approaches the climate catastrophe from the conviction of faith:
this means facing the crisis with a deep sense of reality and a profound sense of hope.’

42

New Beginnings

The
Power
of the
Medal
O Mary conceived without sin,
pray for us who have recourse
to Thee.

The Effects of Covid19

Today, I find myself languishing as I
stand in the midst of what appears to
me as a totally neglected garden.
Plants strive to peep out of the frozen
and matted soil of the winter months.
Cracked pots barely hold all together.
Both are signs that some of last year’s
shrubs and vegetation did not survive
the harsh beating of winter. Some
people regard the land in this part of
the country as some of the best soil in
Longford. The look of near death in
last year’s precious shoots and bulbs
as they struggle to emerge from their
hidden world of hibernation belies this
belief. They are beyond survival not
to mention new life, I thought! I was
about to give up on the job that
formerly was easy, energising and
pleasurable.

The spring had gone out of my step as
the effects of COVID-19 began to
wear me down. Everything around me
and in me seemed fragile with little to
gain from my efforts to revitalise
growth and cultivation. Feeling weak
and limited, I could do nothing to
repair the look of my garden pots and
plants. Yet I thought there is always
reason to hope for new life.

My sister planned a visit with me
after the long lock-down. We went
through the usual exchanges of who
was ill and who died with Covid-19;
we had numerous questions and
answers about the mysterious
pandemic. The virus dominated the
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conversation as we contemplated a not
so attractive future. Our parents had
brought us through difficult times, we
recalled, skirting many life threatening situations, debilitating
diseases and all with little medical or
scientific reassurance. They relied on
natural remedies, social and family
support, rehabilitation and an innate
trust in God. They connected with
God through the Eucharist, the
Rosary, family prayer and nature. The
Celtic image of the endless circle
without beginning or ending evoked
the prayer of St Patrick in which
Christ’s presence was everywhere and
in everything. This belief reflected the
depth of trust in the Sacred Heart of
Jesus whose image rivalled any other
in the average Irish home and culture.

The Miraculous Medal

As we chatted, I was rummaging
through my prayer basket, rich in
devotional treasures, collected over
the years. Unexpectedly a blue leaflet
imaging the Miraculous Medal and a
conversion story of a young man
popped-up. Although I had often seen
and read this leaflet, I became aware
of the power of this medal. I read the
story again and thought about my life
and Covid-19. Our Blessed Lady must
have been watching over me carefully
and intercede for me, not least
following heart surgery and two bouts
of Covid-19. I reflected on her
invitation and the message for the
world that the Blessed Virgin gave to

St Catherine Labouré, “Come to the
foot of the Altar and there, many
graces will be given to you.”

I attribute my improved state of
health to the power of this gift of the
Miraculous Medal. I recalled the
numerous miraculous cures related
ever since her apparition to St
Catherine Labouré in the rue du Bac,
Paris in 1830.

Claude Newman and the Death
Penalty

The account of a young man, Claude,
awaiting the Death Row penalty
shows the power of Mary’s
intercession with Jesus, her Son.

In 1943, twenty- year old, Claude
Newman awaited execution in a
Mississippi prison for shooting Sid
Cook, his beloved grandmother’s
abusive second husband. During his
stay in prison, Claude noticed a medal
hanging around a fellow prisoner’s
neck and he asked the man what it
was. The latter responded by throwing
the medal on the ground with a curse
and said, “Take that”. Unknown to
Claude, the pendant was a Miraculous
Medal and although he knew nothing
about it or what it represented, Claude
picked it up and hung it around his
neck. He had no idea how this simple
action would change his life.
During the night, Claude was
awakened by a glowing vision, which
he later described as “the most

‘Faith is not a light which scatters all our darkness, but a lamp which guides our
steps in the night and suffices for the journey.’5.

New Beginnings
beautiful woman that God ever
created.” The lady in the vision calmed
the frightened man saying; “if you
would like me to be your mother and
for you to become my child, send for a
priest from the Catholic Church.”

“A ghost, a ghost”, screamed Claude,
as the woman disappeared and he
called for a priest. Next morning, Fr
Robert O’Leary, (who later recorded
the story) called in to meet Claude who
listened and spoke to him. Claude
simply told his story. Fr O’Leary
guessed Claude knew very little about
God or religion. He proceeded to teach
Claude about the Catholic faith. Soon
the Catechism lessons grew to include
four other inmates who were deeply
impressed by Claude’s story. Several
weeks later, the priest introduced the
group to the Sacrament of Confession
to which Claude responded.
“Oh, I knew about that! The Lady told
me that when we go to Confession we
are kneeling not just before a priest,
but before the Cross of her Son, Jesus.
And that when we are truly sorry for
our sins and confess them, the Blood
that Jesus shed for us flows down over
us and washes us free from all sins”.
This revelation stunned the other
prisoners. Seeing their surprise,
Claude apologised saying, “Oh! don’t
be angry, don’t be angry, I didn’t mean
to blurt it out.”

Assuring him that he was not angry, Fr
O’Leary asked Claude if he had seen
the lady again. Taking the priest aside,
Claude said, “She told me that if you
doubted me or showed hesitancy, I was
to remind you that while lying in a
ditch in Holland in 1940, you made a
vow to Her which she is still waiting
for you to keep.” This revelation fully
convinced the priest of Claude’s claims
because during the war Father O’Leary
had promised to erect a church if he
survived in honour of Our Lady of the
Immaculate Conception. As he and
Father returned to the class on
confession, Claude told his friends,
“You should not be afraid of
Confession, you are really telling God
your sins, not the priest. You know, the
Lady said that Confession is something
like a telephone. We talk through the
priest to God, and God talks back to us
through the priest.”

Finally, the Church received the
catechumens as the baptismal records
show at St Mary’s Parish, Vicksburg,
MS. Claude’s baptismal registration
date is 16 January 1944, four days
before his scheduled execution. As the
day of execution drew near the sheriff
asked Claude if he had a last request.
“Well! all my friends are all shook up
now. But you don’t understand. I’m not
going to die, only this body is. I’m
going to be with Her. So then, I would
like to have a party.” The Sheriff was
shocked, and consented to Claude’s
fellow-inmates attendance.

On the morning of the execution,
Claude was full of joy. As he mentally
prepared himself with Fr O’Leary, the
Sheriff rushed in shouting that the
Governor granted a two-week reprieve.
To everyone’s amazement, the young
man broke down in sobs, inconsolable.
“You don’t understand! If you ever saw
Her face and looked into Her eyes, you
wouldn’t want to live here another day.
What have I done wrong these last few
weeks that God would refuse me my
going home? Why Father? Why must I
stay here another two weeks?”
Suddenly Fr O’Leary had an
inspiration. James Hughes, a fellow
prisoner on death row harboured a
particular hate for Claude and he
despised all things religious, even
though raised a Catholic. Fr Robert
suggested that Claude offer his
disappointment for Hughes’
conversion. Claude spent the last two
weeks of his life praying for the return
of the faith to James Hughes.

Claude’s execution took place on 4
February 1944. Fr O’Leary testified,
“I’ve never seen anyone go to his death
as joyful and as happily. Even the
official witnesses and the newspaper
reporters were amazed. They couldn’t
understand how anyone could sit in the
electric chair beaming with happiness”

When the time came for James
Hughes’ execution, he violently
refused all spiritual assistance, cursing
and blaspheming even while seated in
the electric chair. Suddenly, turning
towards a corner of the room, a look of
surprise came over him while he
shouted for the priest. Fr O’Leary
heard his confession. The condemned

‘It therefore means daring to look at the crisis from another perspective: the perspective of God. Looking at our
planet from the perspective of the Creator permits us to see things from beyond, as it were.’

man told Fr O’Leary he had seen
Claude Newman standing with the
hands of the Blessed Virgin on his
shoulders. At Claude’s request, Our
Lady showed James a glimpse of hell.
That was the turning point for James to
call for a priest.

‘Hope springs eternal’

Fr O’Leary fulfilled his promise by
having a Church erected in Clarksdale,
Mississippi, (MS 31684) in honour of
Our Lady of the Immaculate
Conception in 1947.
This experience as told by Claude
awakened in me the sense of
hopelessness I felt in a helpless
situation.

“Hope springs eternal” and so it did.
The unexpected meeting with Our
Lady in that intervention with Claude
gave me new hope. I felt my spirit lift
with optimism and energy. Together
with my family, we got the garden
refreshed and blooming once again.

Regular family visits, in keeping with
Government restrictions, kept me
supplied with a variety of thoughtful
gifts, and dainties. Participating in
daily Eucharist online in my home was
especially comforting. My faith and
confidence began to grow again.

As the days grew longer and brighter, I
felt drawn to respond to Our Lady’s
invitation, “Come to the foot of the
Altar”. No! not to Rue du Bac, Paris,
but to the Marian shrine of Our Lady
of Knock, Queen of Ireland.
Accompanied by my daughter, Colette,
we went on a Sunday pilgrimage to
Knock Shrine. The hymn, Golden
Rose, Queen of Ireland resounded in
our heads as we left the Basilica and
motored to the Hotel without any
‘cares and troubles.’ The image of “the
woman clothed in the sun” rang in our
ears and Mary’s light shone high in the
sky on everyone.
Thanks Claude!

“O Mary conceived without sin pray
for us who have recourse to Thee”

www.chapelledelamiraceulesemedal.org

Betty Scott, Edgeworthstown
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Memories from Carnew (1983-2020)
On Sunday, 6 December 2020, Very
Rev. Martin Casey PP celebrated a
thanksgiving Mass for the Daughters
of Charity in Carnew, Co Wicklow.

and volunteers. So many names and
faces come to mind as I write this short
appreciation of what the Daughters of
Charity initiated and fostered in
Carnew. It has grown yes, from tiny
seeds well sown in 1983. It flourished
through the dedication, commitment,
hard work, generosity and above all
TEAM play and effective leadership
through the years.

Thirty seven years earlier, August
1983, the Sisters came to live in the
rural area of Carnew. They set about
responding to varied needs in the area.
In the following years, at least 20
Sisters served in a number of ways in
the parish and surrounding areas. Fond
memories of the Sisters’ presence
recounted in words and greeting cards
flowed in weeks before the Sisters
finally left Carnew.

Sister Clare Stakelum initiated the
establishment of Carnew Community
Care Centre and Village. Today, the
Care Centre and Village consists of
twenty eight houses for older persons.
The Community Care office and
facilities are located in a central area of
this well –maintained “Village”,
situated on the northern end of Carnew
town itself. The residents take great
pride in their homes and gardens.
During the Covid-19 pandemic, it is
wonderful to observe how these
gardens provide essential rest,
relaxation, restoration of spirit and
most importantly focal points for a few
moments of daily company and chat in
a socially distanced manner.

This daily important impromptu
interaction, as many will recognise
was/is a lifeline during 2020 in
particular. The pandemic surely
highlighted how interdependent we all
are.

Much thought, hard work and hardearned money went into the
establishment of the Community Care
Centre. Over the years, and until recent
Covid-19 restrictions, it has been a
haven of joy and peace for all who
have availed of the numerous facilities
on offer at the Centre daily, weekly,
seasonal and annual basis. Too many to
give details here!

The catering team prepare a delicious
four course meal each day. On
Wednesday - midweek- an additional
45

The Sisters who lived and worked in
Carnew will each have their own fond
memories of their time. Mine are only
a view from the close of one era.

Sisters Helen Byrne and Mairéad Hayden
(RIP)

afternoon high-tea is available midway
through the social activities which
includes, arts and crafts, games, music,
dance, film and more.
Varied interactive social activities are
skilfully arranged by management,
staff and volunteers. Hairdressing and
physiotherapy are among other
services available on site. A visit to the
Boutique Tuesday to Thursday- apart
from discovering fabulous style at
bargain price can be a socially
enriching experience. This facility is
accessible on Fridays in a shop on
Main Street in the town. Well worth a
visit!

Sister Mairéad Hayden was well
known and loved, having served
enthusiastically and generously in the
Carnew and surrounding areas for
twenty years, always ready to call to
anyone who needed her help; a
listening ear, prayer or a loan of the
Relic of St Catherine Labouré.
Alongside her work and prayer, Sister
Mairéad was an active participant in all
social events and never wanted to miss
any one of them!! When the local GAA
club held a fund raiser (comprising
sponsor walks e.g. around your own

The management, staff and volunteers
never cease to invent new treats and
activities at the Centre. This was
particularly evident as Covid-19
lockdown continued. While the Centre
remained closed, except for essential
staffing and business, a goody bag of
confectionary was delivered to each
resident on Thursday afternoons. What
a delight to see a smiling face at one’s
door during the weeks and months of
lockdown. Sister Mairéad found this
small – yet big-gesture very uplifting!

So much more I could say about the
dedicated team of management, staff

Sister Mairéad Hayden (RIP),
Yvonne and Doreen.

‘This pastoral letter is addressed in a particular way to people of faith in the Archdiocese of Dublin.’
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garden) in 2020, Sister Mairéad was
out on Sunday morning with her own
hand made poster saying “THANK
YOU”. That was only a few months
before she died on 28 December 2020.
Surely, God had a big welcome and
thank you for her that day. Recently,
one of Sister Mairéad’s nieces, who
had just given birth to a baby girl said,
‘Pray for us these days, Mairéad.
Thank you.’

Sister Mairéad Hayden (RIP) with
neighbours Sylvia and her husband Trevor
on 7 December 2020.

The Daughters of Charity
under Sister Clare’s forwardlooking vision, started the
work in Carnew but it
developed and flourished
through the generosity of
many- volunteers,
parishioners, local clergy,
schools, varied friendsperhaps some of you reading
this.

A solid foundation was laid Staff members from ‘Carnew Community Care Centre and
in 1987. It has been built on
Village’ gather to say farewell to the Sisters on
through the generosity, care
3 December 2020.
and wisdom of many
leaders, staff, volunteers,
Only two names have been written in
residents and friends. Having spent
these reflections and memories: why? I
three years in Carnew, I never ceased
would need to write a booklet if I were
to be amazed at the exceptionally high
to tell of the many people connected
standard of planning, cooperation, care
with the Centre, all of whom I have
and the life-giving joyful atmosphere
treasured memories. Know you are in
that pervaded through each day.
my heart, mind and grateful prayer.
None of it would have happened
without an ongoing steering
committee-“in-house” and the broader
overall vison, guidance and support of
the Committee members who meet
regularly and work tirelessly to support
and enhance the services on offer at
“Carnew Community Care Service and
Village”.

Also on my own behalf and dare I say
on behalf of the Daughters of Charity
who have served and been associated
with Carnew a very big “Thank You”
to all who made us welcome and
worked with us in so many ways.

Thank You, Thank you. May God grant
you joy and good health.

Sister Helen Byrne DC

Daughters’ of Charity General Assembly 2021
“Let us go to meet Jesus: He opens for us the doors to happiness.”

Many thanks to Sister Loretto
Kelly, Provincial Secretary for
regularly sending the
correspondence, including the
photographs from the
Motherhouse, rue du Bac, venue for
the General Assembly.

The flame lit by Sister Françoise for the
“Ephata” prayer service.

This General Assembly (2021) held
during Covid time progressed by all
appearances seamlessly. However,
that reflects the remarkable
preparation, work and organisation
done, prior to the event. Attendees
included the Visitatrix from each of
the provinces of the Daughters of
Charity worldwide, accompanied by a
delegate from each province. The
theme of the Assembly was “Ephata,
break through the gate…” untiringly
“go towards…” and “encounter.” Four
testimonies illustrated this theme.

‘It is a word of encouragement and a call to action in the face of something that threatens every
aspect of our lives today and into the future.’

Sisters (12,855) worldwide, journeyed
together in Domestic and Provincial
Assemblies (2015-21) in their local
communities to arrive at this
international gathering. All the
Daughters of Charity are in the one
boat, each one seeking to live a
personal response to God’s call,
“given to God, in community for the
service of persons who are poor”
(C.7b).

Fr. Bernard Schoepfer, CM, Director
General of the Daughters of Charity
accompanied the Sisters on the preAssembly retreat “to meet Jesus in
order to let ourselves [themselves] be
met by him.”

Recently, Archbishop Dermot Farrell
also called people “to be attentive to
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the voice of Christ.” In his Synodal
address, the Archbishop echoes some
themes the Daughters of Charity
undertook as preparation for their
Assembly. Both the Synodal Pathway
and the Assembly:

• Go by “a way of encounter, listening
and discernment”
• Trust in the role of the Holy Spirit “to
lead us together in discerning the
changes that are necessary for
renewal and reform”
• Encourage their members to “put out
into the deep….the culture of
encounter”
• Encourage “deeper communion,
fuller participation and a more
fruitful mission”
• Encourage the call for “the church to
live in new ways”
• In collaboration, we will bear fruit in
the COP26 debate leading to meeting
the targets.
Such ideas plumbed the depths of the
Daughters’ of Charity lives, prayer and
meetings locally in preparation for the
Company’s General Assembly. The
Sisters recognised Mary’s spiritual
presence throughout the Assembly days.

Sisters not in attendance, had the
privilege of following procedures of the
General Assembly in their countries of
residence through the gift of technology
and expertise. For this, we are truly
grateful to all who worked behind the
scenes. In addition, we received regular
‘General Assembly Newsletters’ from
the 27 October 2021. The videos on
liturgies, interviews, testimonies and
more, brought the work of the Assembly
to our local communities and helped
viewers to experience and explore the
internationality of the Company. These
online resources, especially Sister
Françoise Petit’s Report (2015-21) are
an inspirational source of reference for
future dialogue in each local
community. Guest speakers offered
presentations to the participants at the
Assembly. Speakers included, Sister
Veronique Margron, Cardinal Luis
Antonio Tagle, Sister Maria Luisa
Berzosa, Father Bruno-Marie Duffé and
Sister Catherine Prendergast. Pope
Francis also gave a video message at the
conclusion of the General Assembly.
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On behalf of the readers of New
Beginnings, I offer congratulations to
Sister Françoise Petit whom the General
Assembly elected as the new
Superioress General of the Daughters of
Charity worldwide on 8 November
2021. Sister Françoise holds this office
since the death of Sister Kathleen
Appler in 2020 (RIP). In her remarks
throughout the Assembly, Sister
Kathleen was never far from Sister
Françoise’s mind or heart as she
recalled her dedication, commitment
and love for the Little Company. We
wish Sister Françoise all God’s
blessings in the years ahead.

Sister Marie Raw, from the Rosalie
Rendu Province, General Councillor for
the English speaking provinces of the
world completes her term of office at
this Assembly. She worked tirelessly
over the past years in the motherhouse
in her role as General Councillor. Thank
you, Marie. We wish Sister Marie a
deep gratitude and all God’s blessings
as she returns to her Province, Rosalie
Rendu.

Blessed Rosalie Rendu’s grave in
Montparnasse Cemetery, Paris. Each day,
people leave fresh flowers at the grave.

Every ending is a new beginning so by
God’s grace, the Company continues to
go forward as Sisters stand on the
shoulders of those who have gone
before us since the foundation of the
Company in 1633.

Time and time again, we recall the
words of St Louise de Marillac
cofounder with St Vincent, to the Sisters
at the time of her death. “My dear
Sisters, I continue to ask God for his
blessings for you and pray that he will
grant you the grace to persevere in your
vocation in order to serve Him in the
manner He asks of you. Take good care
of the service of the poor. Above all, live
together in great union and cordiality,
loving one another in imitation of the
union and life of Our Lord. Pray
earnestly to the Blessed Virgin, that she
may be your only Mother.” (SWLM:
p.835).

We ask the Holy Spirit to inspire and
guide the Company in the years ahead
and we pray “in faith and hope” for
Sister Françoise and her team, today and
always. Thank you Sister Goretti and
Sister Anna for sending these
photographs.

Sisters Celine Quadros (Rosalie Rendu
Province) and Sister Goretti Butler
(Irish Province) visited
Sister Kathleen Appler’s grave in
Montparnasse on 15 November 2021.

Sisters Anna Wiwiek Soepraptiwi,
Theresa Eke and Julie Kubasak,
newly elected General Councillors.

‘It asks how we follow Jesus in this unprecedented crisis.’
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Group Discussion: Sisters Celine (Australia),
Lettekidan (Eritrea), Margaret Huang (Taiwan),
Anna (Indonesia), Ellen (Rosalie Rendu), Liz
(Kenya), Martha (South India), Fele (Ethiopia).

The Autumn tree in the garden of
the rue du Bac.

‘Here is the new General Council constituted to assist Sister
Françoise Petit (first row, third from the left) in the government of the
Company.’
• Sr Alicia Margarita CORTES CAZARES - Mexican nationality,
Province of Mexico
• Sr Ana Amélia CUNHA - Brazilian nationality, Province of Fortaleza
• Sr Hanna CYBULA, re-elected - Polish nationality, General Curia
• Sr Theresa EKE - Nigerian nationality, Province of Nigeria
• Sr Luisa FARRI - Italian nationality, General Curia
• Sr Antonia GONZALEZ GRANADO - Spanish nationality, Province
Madrid-Santa Luisa
• Sr Julie KUBASAK - American nationality, Province of St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton
• Sr Anna WIWIEK SOEPRAPTIWI - Indonesian nationality,
Province of Indonesia

‘The group of Sisters attended Mass at the Church of St.
Nicholas des Champs where St. Louise had her lumiére
experience re. foundation of the Company. The opening
hymn sung by the English speaking group was Veronica
Kennedy’s hymn to St Louise-Spirit of God in a gentle
breeze....wouldn’t Veronica be thrilled? Ellen Flynn sang it
in microphone.’

Sisters Goretti, Liz, Kathy
and Julie in Paris in the
garden with ‘Babylon’ in
the background.

A sample photo of
a page from the past.

‘How do we live our faith in this new time? How do we pray, and what difference does prayer make? What is God saying to the world?
What is the Spirit saying to the churches? (see Rev 3:22).’
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